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New EU rules set by the packaging and packaging waste regulation (PPWR) will apply from
August 2026

EU packaging and packaging waste regulation (PPWR): main rules for non-EU operators —
webinars February 2026

Update

The Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) sets new European Union
(EV) rules on packaging, from design to waste management and waste prevention. It will take
effect from 12 August 2026 and will gradually roll out through to 2040.

These webinars offer an overview of the main new obligations, and discuss the potential
challenges and strategies that agri-food operators can adopt to anticipate implementation.

Webinar resources

English
: EU Packaging and Packaging Waste legislation

FAQ document in response to questions raised during the sessions [in press]

French
: Législation européenne relative aux emballages et aux déchets d'emballages

Document avec les questions posées pendant les sessions et leurs réponses [a paraitre]

Spanish
: Legislaciénde la UE sobre envases y residuos de envases

Preguntas formuladas durante la sesion y sus respuestas [para publicar]

COL


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202500040
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/281/EN_PPWR_Webinar_Presentation_Feb_2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5StJ2U8aSc
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/282/FR_PPWR_Webinaire_Presentation_Feb_2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzmLxdADCsI
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/283/ES_PPWR_Seminario_Presentacion_Feb_2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D9qbzDfD9U
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What is changing?

New rules set by the EU on packaging, from design to waste management and waste prevention,
will start to apply from mid-2026.

For more information on the new EU rules, see

Why?

The PPWR is part of the EU’s that commits to making all
packaging reusable or recyclable by 2030, and to reducing (over) packaging and packaging
waste. Packaging is one of the main users of virgin materials and is a significant contributor to
waste. Much recyclable packaging is not recycled in practice because suitable collection and
recycling processes are not in place, or are not economically viable.

Prior to the PPWR, packaging and packaging waste in the EU were regulated by Directive

. Because EU Directives set out goals that each EU Member State must achieve
through national law, this Directive was implemented in different ways. Setting the new rules in a
Regulation (rather than a Directive), which must be applied directly and uniformly across the
Union by all EU countries, will reduce administrative burdens on businesses by aligning practices
across EU countries.

Timeline
Webinars held in February 2026

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/new-eu-packaging-rules-explained/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A31994L0062
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports

