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EU proposes rules on specific methods of laboratory analyses to verify compliance with

microbiological hygiene criteria

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation laying down analytical methods applicable to official

controls performed for the verification of compliance of food business operators with Regulation

(EC) No 2073/2005

Update

The European Union proposes to establish rules for specific methods of laboratory analyses to

be used during official controls to verify compliance with the microbiological hygiene

requirements.

Impacted products

All food

What is changing?

The EU proposes to define the methods that reference laboratories can use during official

controls to verify operators’ compliance with the microbiological hygiene requirements laid down

in Regulation 2073/2005.

Reference laboratories will be able to use the same methods as operators, that is, the analytical

reference methods referred to in Regulation 2073/2005, Annex I, chapter 3. Alternative methods,

including proprietary ones, may be used only if they are validated against the analytical reference

methods referred to in Annex I, or if they are validated against other internationally accepted

scientific protocols.

Proprietary methods must be certified by an independent certification body, and re-evaluated

every 5 years (Art. 1.3).
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13908-Foodstuffs-methods-of-analysis-for-official-checks-as-laid-down-in-Commission-Regulation-No-2073-2005_en
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/2073/oj
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Why?

The aim of the proposed regulation is to give official laboratories access to more methods than

those currently recognised internationally or by the European Committee for Standardisation

(CEN) (Art. 34 of the Official Controls Regulation 2017/625).

Timeline

The Regulation will apply 20 days after it is published.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

When checking compliance with microbiological hygiene criteria in Regulation 2073/2005,

reference laboratories in non-EU countries will be able to use the methods detailed in the draft.

Reference laboratories that use proprietary methods must ensure that those methods are

certified by an independent certification body, and re-evaluated every 5 years.

Recommended Actions

Feedback on this proposal closed on 2 July 2024.

Background

The Official Controls Regulation 2017/625 frames the rules for designating official laboratories

and performing sampling, analyses, tests, and diagnoses during official controls. It gives the

European Commission a mandate to lay down the methods for sampling and for laboratory

analyses, tests, and diagnoses [Art. 34.6(a)].

Until this new Regulation comes into application, Art. 34.2 of the Official Controls Regulation

applies. Official laboratories can use only methods that comply with relevant internationally

recognised rules or protocols, including those of the European Committee for Standardisation

(CEN).

Resources

Regulation No 2073/2005 on microbiological criteria for foodstuffs
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128&qid=1717745158764
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/2073/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128&qid=1717745158764
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/2073/oj
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Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the

application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant

protection products (Official Controls Regulation)

Sources

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation laying down analytical methods applicable to official

controls performed for the verification of compliance of food business operators with Regulation

(EC) No 2073/2005 [go to Download]

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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