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Regulation

Proposal for a Regulation on the protection of animals during transport and related operations

What is changing and why?

The European Commission proposes to introduce stricter rules to protect animals during

transport. The new rules will include animals transported from non-EU countries.

For transporters of animals, this would mean:

● having to apply to one EU Member State for authorisation to be able to transport animals to

the EU

● ensuring the conditions in which animals are transported are at least equivalent to those set

out in the Regulation.

These detailed requirements cover, for example:

● the fitness of animals for transport

● the quality and safety of transport vehicles and equipment

● time limits for journeys

● how animals must be fed and watered

● the space allowed to animals

● the temperature of transport vehicles.

For non-EU competent authorities, this would mean:

● having to certify in official health certificates that journey plans for animals exported to the EU

are at least equivalent to the requirements in the Regulation

● the competent authority at the place of departure must review the journey log prior to

departure and approve it in the TRACES system.
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-12/aw_in-transit_reg-proposal_2023-770_0.pdf
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Actions

Transporters and competent authorities in non-EU countries should undertake a first assessment

of the proposed animal welfare rules, and give feedback via the EU website Animal welfare –

protection of animals during transport before 12 April 2024.

Timeline

The European Commission’s proposal will be discussed by the European Council (made up of

the EU Member States) and the European Parliament. This process will not be completed until

2026 at the earliest. The new rules will apply 2 years after they are finally approved and

published.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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