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China authorised to export vitamin D3 to the EU
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Vitamin D3 now included on the list of animal products that can be exported from China to the
EU

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) of 22 May 2023 amending Decision
2002/994/EC concerning certain protective measures with regard to the products of animal origin
imported from China

Update

Vitamin D3 (and its precursors) has been added to the list of animal products that can be
exported from China to the EU.

Impacted products

feed, vitamin D3

What is changing?

The EU has included vitamin D3 (and its precursors) in the list of animal products that can be
exported from China to the EU without an attestation (Annex, Part ):

for human consumption, in compliance with specific treatments for highly refined products
(fat derivatives) (Regulation 853/2004, Annex lll, Section XVI); or

as a feed additive in accordance with Regulation 1831/2003 for feed for farmed animals and
petfood, in compliance with Regulation 1069/2009.

Why?
Due to specific EU concerns regarding food imports from China, China may only export to the
EU the animal products listed in Decision . As vitamin D3 has a low risk profile, it

can be added to that list.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023D1016&qid=1686231836518
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002D0994-20150703
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Timeline
Date of publication: 24 May 2023.

Date of application: 13 June 2023.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

China can export vitamin D3 to the EU for either human food or animal feed, provided the
products comply with the respective food or feed Regulations, and are accompanied by the
necessary certificates.

Recommended Actions

Establishments must be registered (or approved for feed) by competent authorities of non-EU
countries.

For feed, establishments must be registered in and published on the COM website.

Listing of establishments is now a completely electronic process, carried out directly in TRACES
NT. Email is no longer used for establishment listing. The European Commission provides an

When vitamin D3 is mixed with another animal by-product (for example, vitamin D3 coated with
pork gelatin), a certificate is needed for each animal by-product.

Background

Vitamin D is obtained from sheep's wool and is considered to be a product of animal origin.

Vitamin D3 is covered by the

Food

For the specific hygiene rules for animal products, see Regulation . Annex XVI
(amended by Regulation ) classifies Vitamin D3 in the low-risk category of highly
refined products (certificate HRP no. 46 in Regulation EU ).

The list of non-EU countries authorised to export highly refined products to the EU is given in
Regulation (see Art. 22 and Annex XIlI).

For more information see the following in AGRINFO:
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/publication/establishment/index#!/search?sort=country.translation
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/IMSOC/tracesnt-help/Content/en/establishment-listing/establishment-amendments--lists-user-guide-for-third-countries--authorities.html
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/public-health-requirements-to-export-to-the-eu-live-animals-products-of-animal-origin-composite-products-and-sprouted-seeds/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/public-health-requirements-to-export-to-the-eu-live-animals-products-of-animal-origin-composite-products-and-sprouted-seeds/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20230215
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2022/2258/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2235&qid=1659686222863
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0405-20230329
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EU official health certificates for exports to the EU — explained
Third country lists for public health — explained

Feed
Vitamin D3 is covered by the Animal By-Products Regulation

Regulation states that fat derivatives can be exported to the EU from any third country
(Annex XIV, Table 2, No. 18, page 164); and gives the model health certificate for imports of fat
derivatives (Annex XV, Chapter 14(B), page 329).

China is already authorised to export vitamin D to the EU in the lists for both food and feed.

Resources

Online resources from the European Commission:

Establishment Amendments’ lists user guide for third countries’ authorities
IMSOC Establishment Lists (Information Management System for Official Controls)
Non-EU countries authorised establishments

Sources

Implementing Decision

Decision

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32009R1069
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011R0142-20220417&qid=1686651829023
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023D1016&qid=1686231836518
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002D0994-20150703
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports

