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What is changing and why?

The European Union (EU) regularly reviews its guidance document (Commission Notice) on the
EU’s hygiene rules for producing food. The latest review in 2022 introduced several changes,
including the concept of food safety culture, which was agreed at Codex Alimentarius level and
introduced in Regulation . The Commission Notice includes definitions, links to relevant
legislation and reference documents, and clarifications on flexibilities for small companies.

Actions

The EU hygiene rules for producing food (Regulations and ) are fully
applicable to food exported to the EU. The Commission Notice clarifies how to understand and
implement these rules (including Good Hygiene Practices (GHP)/Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HACCP) procedures, food safety culture (FSC), etc.).

The European Commission published its first report on the implementation of FSC official
controls in June 2026.

Timeline

The new requirements on FSC and allergens are already in application via Regulation
The revised Commission Notice was published on 16 September 2022.

The first report on the implementation of FSC official controls was published in June 2026.

3

COL


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2022.355.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2022%3A355%3ATOC
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/overview/details/165
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/overview/details/165
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32021R0382
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0852-20210324&qid=1662559365380
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20211028&qid=1662559412133
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0382&qid=1659965535675
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For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/commission-guidance-on-implementing-eu-legislation-on-food-safety
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports

