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Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/1686

What is changing and why?

The EU has updated its process for evaluating control authorities/ control bodies, which are

organisations responsible for certifying that organic products meet EU standards. These control

bodies need to be officially approved by the European Commission and regularly reviewed. This

new Regulation makes some changes to the process, addressing delays caused by the Covid

pandemic.

The key changes are:

● Witness audits, which are checks to make sure control authorities/ bodies are doing their job

correctly, can now be from the past 3 years instead of the previous 2 years if the request for

recognition is made before 31 December 2024.

● Once a control authority/ body is recognised by the Commission, or if they extend approval to

cover new product categories, they need to provide a new witness audit within 2 years.

● Control authorities/ bodies must keep providing witness audits regularly, and the time

between two audits should not be more than 4 years. This 4-year period starts from the date

of the first witness audit after they are recognised, or after the initial extension of their

approval to cover new product categories.

Timeline

The new requirements apply from 8 September 2023.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AJOL_2023_218_R_0003
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/consultation-on-imports-of-organic-products-amended-requirements-for-control-bodies
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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