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EU amends substances to be checked in residue control plans for raw milk, aquaculture

products, honey, and eggs

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 20242562 of 3 June 2024 amending Delegated

Regulation (EU) 2022/1644 as regards certain criteria for the selection of samples

Update

Competent authorities must put in place national control plans for checking residues of

pharmacologically active substances in animals and animal products. These control plans must

be based on combinations of group of substances with group of products (combinations are

listed in Regulation 2022/1644, Annex II). The EU has removed the following two combinations

because they are not relevant:

● “Plant protection products and biocides used in animal husbandry of food-producing animals”

for “raw milk (from cows, ewes, goats) and honey”

● “Anti-inflammatory substances, sedatives, and any other pharmacologically active

substances” for “aquaculture products and eggs”.

Impacted products

raw milk, aquaculture products, honey, eggs

What is changing?

To export animal products to the EU, non-EU countries must put in place control plans on the

use of pharmacologically active substances at least equivalent to those required for EU

production. There are separate lists of substances that must be controlled for each commodity

group, e.g. bovine animal products, aquaculture products, honey (Regulation 2022/1644, Annex

II).

Under the new Regulation, the following substances no longer need to be controlled:
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2024/2562/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2022/1644/oj
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-of-residues-of-veterinary-drugs-in-products-of-animal-origin/
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● Plant protection products and biocides used in animal husbandry of food-producing animals

in raw milk (from cows, ewes, goats) and honey

● Anti-inflammatory substances, sedatives, and any other pharmacologically active substances

in aquaculture products and eggs.

The lists of groups of substances can be found in Annex I of Regulation 2022/1644.

Why?

Based on practical experience gained since the application of Regulation 2022/1644, the

substances that have now been removed were found to be not relevant for these specific

commodity groups.

Timeline

The new rules apply from 1 January 2025.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

In the control plan that non-EU competent authorities must submit to the European Commission

every year to allow exports of animal products to the EU, there is no longer a need to plan

controls of the removed substances for raw milk, honey, aquaculture products, and eggs.

Background

EU Member States must carry out controls of pharmacologically active substances authorised as

veterinary medicinal products, feed additives, and prohibited or unauthorised pharmacologically

active substances and residues in animal products, including those imported from non-EU

countries (Regulation 2017/625; see Official Controls Regulation – explained). The groups of

substances to be controlled are set out in Annex I of Regulation 2022/1644, and the

requirements for each type of animal product are in Annex II.

Non-EU countries exporting to the EU have to put in place control plans at least equivalent to the

“risk-based control plan for production in the Member States” (Regulation 2022/2292, Art. 9; see

Public health requirements for exporting live animals, products of animal origin, composite

products and sprouted seeds to the EU), in compliance with Regulations 2022/1644 (see Official

controls of veterinary drug residues in products of animal origin) and 2022/1646 (see Official

controls on the use of pharmacologically active substances and their residues).
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R1644&qid=1666618294805
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/625/oj
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-regulation-explained/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R1644&qid=1666618294805
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R2292&qid=1729009930433
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/public-health-requirements-to-export-to-the-eu-live-animals-products-of-animal-origin-composite-products-and-sprouted-seeds/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/public-health-requirements-to-export-to-the-eu-live-animals-products-of-animal-origin-composite-products-and-sprouted-seeds/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R1644&qid=1666618294805
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-of-residues-of-veterinary-drugs-in-products-of-animal-origin/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-of-residues-of-veterinary-drugs-in-products-of-animal-origin/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R1646&qid=1729010086258
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-on-the-use-of-pharmacologically-active-substances-and-their-residues/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/official-controls-on-the-use-of-pharmacologically-active-substances-and-their-residues/
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When the control plans are validated, non-EU countries are authorised to export animals or

animal products to the EU (the list of authorised non-EU countries is in Regulation 2021/405,

Annex I). The control plan must be submitted by 31 March each year using the template provided

by the EU in the Guidelines, point 4.4.

Resources

Guidelines on EU requirements for entry of animals and products of animal origin: Control plans

for residues of veterinary medicines, pesticides and contaminants

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/1644 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625

with specific requirements for the performance of official controls on the use of pharmacologically

active substances authorised as veterinary medicinal products or as feed additives and of

prohibited or unauthorised pharmacologically active substances and residues thereof

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1646 of 23 September 2022 on uniform

practical arrangements for the performance of official controls as regards the use of

pharmacologically active substances authorised as veterinary medicinal products or as feed

additives and of prohibited or unauthorised pharmacologically active substances and residues

thereof, on specific content of multi-annual national control plans and specific arrangements for

their preparation

Sources

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2024/2562 amending Delegated Regulation

(EU) 2022/1644 as regards certain criteria for the selection of samples

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2021/405/2022-08-12
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/cs_vet-med-residues_animal-imports-non-eu_brochure_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/cs_vet-med-residues_animal-imports-non-eu_brochure_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R1644&qid=1666618294805
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2022/1646/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2024/2562/oj

