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for a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations on a new
implementing protocol to the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement with the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania

What is changing and why?

A new protocol needs to be negotiated for the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement
(SFPA) in place between the European Union (EU) and Mauritania, so that the EU fleet can
continue to fish in the waters of Mauritania after the current protocol expires in November 2026.

The European Commission recommends the negotiation of a new protocol with certain
improvements, because the current protocol has only partially achieved its objectives. The
implementation of sectoral support lacks transparency, and the approach to improving
infrastructure and scientific monitoring needs to be more inclusive. The partnership, however,
remains relevant and consistent with the EU's Common Fisheries Policy and Mauritania’s
fisheries development objectives.

The new protocol should:

better reflect the probable use of fishing opportunities by EU vessels so that they do not
exceed the actual needs of the EU’s long-distance fleet (the uptake of fishing opportunities in
the current protocol by EU vessels has averaged only 55%)

automatically adjust (downward) the EU’s financial contribution for access in case the
negotiated fishing opportunities are underused

be aligned with current preservation and management measures, and specify the target
species, because some fish stocks are being overexploited

include an option of results-based payment for on-board scientific observations, because the
scientific observation programme on board has not been implemented

improve planning for faster implementation of sectoral support, adjusted to Mauritania’s
national fisheries policy — 450 jobs have been created for Mauritanian seafarers employed on
board vessels, but a system to protect their rights is needed; EU vessels interact little with
local industries, despite their landing obligations.

Timeline

The current protocol will expire in November 2026.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2025%3A734%3AFIN&qid=1764658459626
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For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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