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European Commission proposes to allow more options for presenting its organic production logo

Commission Delegated Regulation amending Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European
Parliament and of the Council as regards the presentation of the organic production logo of the
European Union [download]

Annex [download]

Update

The Commission proposes to amend the rules on how to present the EU organic production logo
to allow use of a black-on-white logo, and to include an RGB colour reference for use in digital
images.

Impacted products

All organic products

What is changing?

Regulation , Annex V provides colour and black-and-white models of the EU’s organic
production logo. Businesses may apply the black-and-white model where the colour model
cannot be used. However, the current rules allow for a logo that is white-on-black (see Figure 1),
but not the negative (black-on-white). The Commission proposes to change the rules to allow this
option.

The reference colour scheme for the logo currently refers to the four-colour process generally
used in printing: cyan, magenta, yellow, and key or black (CMYK) (see Figure 2). The
Commission proposes to also include the three-colour reference generally used in digital images:
red, green, and blue (RGB).
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14023-EU-organic-logo-clarification-on-versions-that-can-be-used_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14023-EU-organic-logo-clarification-on-versions-that-can-be-used_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/848/oj
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Why?

The Commission aims to ensure that the rules for the organic production logo are sufficiently
flexible to allow its use on all types/colours of packaging, and to take into account the technical
requirements of digital printing.

Timeline

The new rules are expected to be adopted in the third quarter of 2024.

Background

The EU has created an organic production logo to clearly indicate to consumers that produce
meets EU organic rules. This logo, including the relevant reference colours, is contained in
Annex V to Regulation . The logo must be used on all organic food produced in the EU,
and may be used on a voluntary basis on non-prepacked organic food produced in the EU.

The EU logo may also be used for products imported from non-EU countries. These products
must be labelled (in the same visual field as the logo) as:

“non-EU Agriculture” or “non-EU Aquaculture” where the raw material has been produced in
a non-EU country

“EU/non-EU Agriculture” or “EU/non-EU Aquaculture” where a part of the raw materials has
been produced in a non-EU country.

The words “non-EU” may be replaced or supplemented by the name of the country, or by the
name of the country and region where the raw materials are produced.

The words “non-EU” should not be more prominent (colour, size, and style) than the name of the
product (Art. 32).

The logo can only be used when more than 95% by weight of the ingredients are organic.

Resources

European Commission:
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/848/oj
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/farming/organic-farming/organic-production-and-products_en
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Sources

Commission Delegated Regulation as regards the presentation of the organic production
logo of the European Union [download]

Annex [download]

Table & Figures

Figure 1. The white-on-black version of the EU organic logo (Source: Regulation :
Annex V)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14023-EU-organic-logo-clarification-on-versions-that-can-be-used_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14023-EU-organic-logo-clarification-on-versions-that-can-be-used_en
_blank

A’AGRiNFU

THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Y ok 4y K
x *

Y
* kX

g

Figure 2. The Pantone reference colour is Green Pantone No 376; for four-colour process it is
Green (50% Cyan + 100% Yellow) (Source: Regulation 2018/848, Annex V)

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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