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Draft Commission Regulation as regards maximum levels of the sum of furan, 2-methylfuran and

3-methylfuran in processed cereal-based food for infants and young children and in baby food

Draft Annex

What is changing and why?

The European Union (EU) plans to introduce new maximum limits for furan, 2-methylfuran, and

3-methylfuran in processed cereal-based foods for infants and young children, and in baby food.

The proposed levels are set out in Table 1.

The new rules are driven by concern about the effects of these substances in food, particularly

on babies and young children. The European Food Safety Authority has identified that current

levels of exposure could cause long-term liver damage.

Actions

Countries that are members of the World Trade Organization can submit comments on the EU

proposal by emailing the EU SPS Enquiry Point until 26 May 2026.

Exporters are encouraged to use the transitional period to gradually upgrade processes,

facilities, and supply chains to ensure compliance without disrupting trade.

Timeline

The new maximum limits are expected to apply from 1 January 2028.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Page 1 of 2

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01701_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01701_01_e.pdf
mailto:sps@ec.europa.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/eu-to-set-maximum-levels-for-furan-and-derivatives-in-baby-and-infant-cereal-based-foods
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports


THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2026, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

EU to set maximum levels for furan and derivatives in baby and infant cereal-based foods

Tables & Figures

Source: Draft Annex
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expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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