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for a Council Decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union in
the Association Committee in Trade Configuration established by the Association Agreement
between the EU and Moldova

What is changing and why?

The EU and Moldova have reached agreement on expanding their trade relations. This will
provide greater access to the EU market for Moldovan apples, cherries, garlic, grapes, grape
juice, plums, and tomatoes as shown in Table 1.

The agreement includes a safeguard clause that allows the EU to reintroduce tariffs if imports
cause social or economic disruption either across the EU or in any Member State. Moldova has
agreed to align its national rules on pesticides with EU rules by the end of 2027.

To support the country’s trade in the context of the Ukraine war, in 2022 the EU permitted
imports of all agricultural products from Moldova at zero duty, but these measures expired in July
2025.

Timeline

Tariff rate quotas already in place under the existing agreement reopen on 25 July 2025.

The revised quotas in Table 1 will apply once the new agreement has been formally adopted,
potentially in early 2026.

For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025PC0454&qid=1753867465732
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/eumoldova-deep-and-comprehensive-free-trade-area
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Table 1

Improved market access to the European Union under the
reviewed EU-Moldova DCFTA

Products DCFTAM tariff rate quotas (tonnes)
Current Reviewed
Apples 40,000 50,000
Cherries 1,500 4,500
Garlic 220 Full liberalisation™
Grape juice 500 Full liberalisation®?
Grapes (table) 20,000 40,000
Plums 15,000 61,000
Tomatoes 2,000 Liberalisation (no quota): under the

entry price system, specific duty is
maintained but ad valorem®
component is exempt

1. DCFTA: Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area.
2. Full liberalisation: zero duty for all imports, no quota.
3.Ad valorem: “according to the value” - duty levied as a percentage of value of the goods imported, rather than weight or
number of units.
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Source: based on for a Council Decision

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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