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EU–São Tomé e Príncipe Fisheries Agreement: new Protocol

Recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations on behalf of the

European Union on a new Implementing Protocol to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement with

the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe, and possible amendments to the Fisheries

Partnership Agreement or a new text of a Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement

Update

The European Commission proposes to negotiate a new Protocol to the Fisheries Partnership

Agreement (FPA) with São Tomé and Príncipe. The previous 5-year Implementing Protocol to

the FPA expired in December 2024.

Impacted products

Tuna

What is changing?

For the EU fleet to continue to fish in São Tomé and Príncipe’s waters a new Protocol needs to

be in place as soon as possible since the previous Protocol expired on 18 December 2024.

Why?

The EU fleet cannot fish in São Tomé and Príncipe’s waters if there is no Protocol in place that

implements the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) between the two parties.
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Timeline

The previous 5-year Implementing Protocol to the FPA between the EU and São Tomé and

Príncipe expired on 18 December 2024. On 12 July 2024, the Commission adopted a

recommendation to open negotiations on a new Implementing Protocol.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

A new Protocol would benefit São Tomé and Príncipe’s population by providing economic

revenue and employment opportunities through the presence and possible landings of the EU

fleet. It would also help set up businesses, vocational training, and programmes aimed at

developing and modernising the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in a sustainable way.

Background

The FPA between the EU and São Tomé and Príncipe, concluded in October 2007, is part of the

tuna network fisheries agreements in West Africa. The previous Protocol allowed for a maximum

of 34 vessels, flying the flags of Spain, France, and Portugal, to operate year-round in São Tomé

and Príncipe’s waters. Over the course of the Protocol, the EU has made an estimated total

financial contribution of €4.2 million.

Regulation 1380/2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy sets out how SFPAs must be evaluated.

The evaluation will form the basis for concluding a new Implementing Protocol.

Sustainable fisheries partnership agreements ensure consistency between the EU’s Common

Fisheries Policy and other European policies, including sustainable use of partner country

resources; combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing; integration of partner

countries into the global economy; and better political and financial governance of fisheries.

Resources

Defaux V, Caillart B (2024) Évaluation rétrospective du Protocole de mise en œuvre de l’accord

de partenariat dans le domaine de la pêche entre l’Union européenne et la République de Sao

Tomé-et-Principe et prospective d’un éventuel futur Protocole. Rapport final

Regulation 894/2007 on the conclusion of a Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the

Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe and the European Community

Protocol on the implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the Democratic

Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe and the European Community
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2007.205.01.0035.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2007%3A205%3ATOC#L_2007205EN.01003601
http://data.europa.eu/eli/prot/2019/2218/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/1380/oj
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2771/264668
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2771/264668
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2771/264668
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2007.205.01.0035.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2007%3A205%3ATOC#L_2007205EN.01003601
http://data.europa.eu/eli/prot/2019/2218/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/prot/2019/2218/oj
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Regulation 1380/2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy

Sources

Recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations on behalf of the

European Union on a new Implementing Protocol to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement with

the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe. COM/2024/295 final

Evaluation Accompanying the document Recommendation for a Council Decision SWD(2024)

177 final

Visit the AGRINFO website to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the

database.
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support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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