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Plastic food contact materials: basic rules
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Commission Regulation (EU) on recycled plastic materials and articles intended to
come into contact with foods

Commission Regulation (EU) as regards labelling of recycled plastic, the
development of recycling technologies and the transfer of authorisations

What is changing and why?

In 2022, the European Union (EU) introduced new rules on recycled plastic materials that are
intended to come into contact with foods (Regulation ). These rules have applied from
October 2022, and also affect non-EU products exported to the EU.

Recycling installations, facilities, and companies must submit an online form to be included in the
relevant EU register for operators authorised for recycling food contact materials (via the
European Commission’s webpage).

Food business operators may only use recycled plastics manufactured by registered facilities,
and must hold a declaration of compliance from their suppliers. Certain materials are restricted,
and operators must follow and communicate the instructions for use.

Regulation corrects some errors and clarifies some wording in these basic rules.

Actions

Suppliers of prepacked food to the EU market must ensure that any recycled plastic materials
coming into contact with food are produced by recycling facilities that are registered with the EU
and have provided the necessary declaration of compliance. This can be checked on the

Timeline

The new rules for all plastic recycling technologies and processes have applied since 10
October 2022.

For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.

COL


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.243.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A243%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32025R2269&qid=1763998917468#ntr2-L_202502269EN.000101-E0002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.243.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A243%3ATOC
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/chemical-safety/food-contact-materials/plastic-recycling_en#recycling-of-plastic-intended-for-contact-with-food
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32025R2269&qid=1763998917468#ntr2-L_202502269EN.000101-E0002
https://ec.europa.eu/food/food-feed-portal/screen/fcm/rfn
https://ec.europa.eu/food/food-feed-portal/screen/fcm/rfn
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/food-contact-materials-recycled-plastics
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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