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Frequency rates for plant import controls
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EU updates frequency rates of import controls for certain plants

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 20 February 2024 amending
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/2389 concerning the establishment of frequency rates for
identity checks and physical checks on consignments of plants, plant products and other objects
entering the Union

Update

The EU has updated the frequency rates of import controls for certain plants, including food
plants from Argentina, Egypt, Kenya, Peru, Thailand, and South Africa.

Impacted products

Plants and plant products, avocado, blueberries, citrus, ginger, turmeric, stone fruits, passion
fruit, peaches, pears

What is changing?

Frequency rates for identity and physical checks on plant-related consignments entering the EU
have been updated for various food plant products from different regions.

Decreased frequency of checks on fruits due to low numbers of interceptions:

avocado (Persea americana) from all non-EU countries

stone fruits (Prunus) from European non-EU member countries
pears (Pyrus) from European non-EU member countries
peaches (Prunus persica) from South Africa

blueberries (Vaccinium) from Peru.

Increased frequency of checks because of lower volumes of imports:

passion fruit (Passiflora) from Kenya
blueberries (Vaccinium) from Argentina.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400591
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Increased frequency of checks in response to interceptions of Union quarantine pests in
imported produce:

citrus fruits from Egypt
turmeric (Curcuma longa) roots and tubercles from Thailand
turmeric and ginger (C. longa and Zingiber officinale) roots and tubercles from Peru.

These changes seek a balance between a high level of phytosanitary protection and the lower
phytosanitary risk associated with certain plants.

Table 1 provides details of the changes.

Why?

Frequency rates are reviewed annually, incorporating updates from the EU’s Information
Management System for Official Controls ( ), the Trade Control and Expert System
( ), and EU Member States, taking into account pest biology, compliance records, and
trade volumes.

Timeline

The new Regulation and its amendments will take effect from 1 May 2024, allowing time for
competent authorities and stakeholders to adapt.

Recommended Actions

Non-EU countries should ensure that their plant exports comply with EU phytosanitary
requirements to reduce the likelihood of interceptions and increases in physical checks. This
requires enhanced plant health measures and certification processes.

Background

Regulation (EU) aims to standardise the frequency rates for identity and physical
checks on plant-related consignments entering the EU. The rates are reviewed yearly.

Regulation (EU) lays down rules for the functioning of , Which integrates the
following information systems:

Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (iRASFF)
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/information-management-system-for-official-controls-to-ensure-compliance-with-agri-food-chain-rules.html
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/traces_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2022/2389/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2019/1715/2021-12-01
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/information-management-system-for-official-controls-to-ensure-compliance-with-agri-food-chain-rules.html

Y AGRINFO

Animal Diseases Information System (ADIS)
European Union Notification System for Plant Health Interceptions (EUROPHYT)

Trade Control and Expert System for exchanging data, information, and documents
(TRACES).

Resources

Regulation (EU) establishing rules for the uniform application of frequency rates for
identity checks and physical checks on consignments of plants, plant products and other objects
entering the Union

Regulation (EU) on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the
application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant
protection products

Regulation (EC) specifying the detailed conditions for the evidence required and the
criteria for the type and level of the reduction of the plant health checks of certain plants, plant
products or other objects listed in Part B of Annex V to Council Directive 2000/29/EC

Regulation (EU) on protective measures against pests of plants

Regulation (EU) laying down rules for the functioning of the information management
system for official controls and its system components

Information Management System for Official Controls ( )
Sources
Regulation (EU) concerning the establishment of frequency rates for identity checks

and physical checks on consignments of plants, plant products and other objects entering the
Union

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2022/2389/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/625/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32004R1756
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R2031
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2019/1715/2021-12-01
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/information-management-system-for-official-controls-to-ensure-compliance-with-agri-food-chain-rules.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400591
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Table & Figures

Table1l
Changes to frequency rates of identity and physical checks
for certain food plant products*

Frequency rate (%)

Food plant products Country of origin Old New
Citrus Egypt 50 75
Turmeric (Curcuma longa) Thailand - 25
Turmeric (C. longa) Peru - 100
Passion fruit (Passiflora) Kenya 75 100
Avocado (Persea americana) All non-EU countries 3 1;
Stone fruits (Prunus) E:;?]‘:;:: nom-Emember 15 5
Peaches (Prunus) South Africa 50 10
Pears (Pyrus) E;‘Lcr’]‘t’ﬁ:: ONCEL M EmbE 100 50
Blueberries (Vaccinium) Argentina 25 50
Blueberries (Vaccinium) Peru 10 5
Ginger (Zingiber officinale) Peru - 100

* This table highlights changes between the previous and new frequency rates for food plant products. For a full list of
frequency rates see Regulation 2024/591, Annex |
,IERiNFD

www.agrinfo.eu

Source: Regulation (EU)

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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