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EU to ban herbal preparations containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives — WTO consultation

Commission Regulation amending Annex Ill to Regulation (EC) No 1925/2006 of the
European Parliament and of the Council as regards certain botanical species containing
hydroxyanthracene derivatives

Update

The European Commission has informed the World Trade Organization Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (WTO SPS) Committee that it intends to prohibit herbal preparations
containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives from various botanical species ( ).
Feedback on this proposal closed on 9 November 2024.

Impacted products

Botanical products

What is changing?

The European Commission proposes to prohibit preparations containing hydroxyanthracene
derivatives obtained from the:

bark of Rhamnus frangula and Rhamnus purshiana
leaf or fruit of Cassia senna
root or rhizome of Rheum palmatum, Rheum officinale, and their hybrids.

“Preparations” means products obtained from botanical materials by various processes (

).

An evaluation by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) concluded that it could not exclude
genotoxicity concerns related to the hydroxyanthracene derivatives contained in these plant
preparations ( ).
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_05893_00_e.pdf
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&viewData=%20G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F794
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/1249
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/1249
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8766
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Timeline

These plant preparations will be prohibited 20 days after the Regulation is published, likely to be
in the first quarter of 2025.

Recommended Actions

Feedback on this proposal closed on 9 November 2024.

Background

Regulation , Annex Il lists substances which are:

prohibited (Part A)
restricted (Part B)
under scrutiny (Part C).

Where a substance is placed on the scrutiny list (Part C), at any time during the scrutiny period
food businesses can submit to EFSA scientific data related to the safety of the ingredient. A
decision on how to regulate a substance under scrutiny (whether to prohibit, restrict, or allow its
use) must be taken within 4 years of the substance being placed on the scrutiny list.

The botanical species above were previously listed under Part C, and will be moved to Part A
(prohibited).
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32006R1925
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32006R1925
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=870bf7be44724401JmltdHM9MTcyNTkyNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xODY5ZTQ4Mi1hNmVlLTYwODQtMWI4MC1mMDA0YTc0MjYxMTcmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1869e482-a6ee-6084-1b80-f004a7426117&psq=Guidance+on+Safety+assessment+of+botanicals+and+botanical+preparations+intended+for+use+as+ingredients+in+food+supplements.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWZzYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvZW4vZWZzYWpvdXJuYWwvcHViLzEyNDk&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=870bf7be44724401JmltdHM9MTcyNTkyNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xODY5ZTQ4Mi1hNmVlLTYwODQtMWI4MC1mMDA0YTc0MjYxMTcmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1869e482-a6ee-6084-1b80-f004a7426117&psq=Guidance+on+Safety+assessment+of+botanicals+and+botanical+preparations+intended+for+use+as+ingredients+in+food+supplements.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWZzYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvZW4vZWZzYWpvdXJuYWwvcHViLzEyNDk&ntb=1
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8766
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8766
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8766
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Sources

Commission Regulation amending Annex Ill to Regulation (EC) No 1925/2006 as regards
certain botanical species containing hydroxyanthracene derivatives

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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