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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/278 as regards the entries for Argentina and

Moldova in the lists of third countries, territories, or zones thereof authorised for the entry into the

Union of consignments of fresh meat of poultry and game birds and meat products from poultry

What is changing and why?

The European Union (EU) has lifted its restrictions relating to fresh and processed poultry from

Argentina and Moldova related to highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI). The restrictions were

put in place in September 2025. Both countries can now once more export poultry products to

the EU without geographical restrictions or a requirement for the products to undergo specific

treatment.

Actions

Monitoring and preventing the spread of diseases is key for exports. Exporters should follow the

Terrestrial Animal Health Code of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), which

gives the rules on prevention, monitoring, and control for each disease. It is important that

competent authorities and operators work together to monitor animal health and keep diseases

under control. The EU regularly audits its partner countries as well as the EU Member States,

and publishes Health and Food Audits and Analysis – for more information, see 2026 food audit

programme: non-EU countries targeted for controls.

Timeline

The Regulation applies from 1 March 2026.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202600278
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/official-controls-and-enforcement/health-and-food-audits-and-analysis_en
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/2026-food-audit-programme-non-eu-countries-targeted-for-controls/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/2026-food-audit-programme-non-eu-countries-targeted-for-controls/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/hpai-removal-of-restrictions-on-imports-from-argentina-and-moldova
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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