Y AGRINFO

Hygiene rules for fresh meat from domestic mammals
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Commission Delegated Regulation amending Annex Ill to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 as
regards hygiene rules on storage conditions of fresh meat of domestic ungulates before freezing

Draft

What is changing and why?

The EU is proposing new hygiene rules for fresh meat from domestic mammals (ungulates) such
as cows, pigs, sheep, goats, and horses. The proposal sets more specific time and temperature
requirements for storing and transporting meat intended for freezing. Meat must be frozen after
slaughter within:

6 days if it is stored/transported at a maximum of 7°C
14 days if it is stored/transported at a maximum of 3°C.

Other combinations remain possible if the operator can demonstrate to competent authorities the
safety of those conditions.

Due to a lack of data, the new rules do not apply to farmed game meat. This meat will still have
to be frozen without undue delay, taking into account any stabilisation period before freezing.

Actions

Competent authorities of countries that are members of the World Trade Organization can
submit comments on the EU’s proposal by emailing the up until 3
November 2026.

The European Commission has also opened a consultation to all stakeholders via its
webpage until 5 October 2026.

Timeline

The EU intends to adopt the new Regulation in the fourth quarter of 2026. The new requirements
are expected to apply from mid-2027.
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_04594_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_04594_01_e.pdf
mailto:sps@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/17576-Meat-production-freezing-of-meat-from-domestic-ungulates_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/17576-Meat-production-freezing-of-meat-from-domestic-ungulates_en
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For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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