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EU publishes the list of third countries allowed to export hay and straw (including pelleted straw)

to the Union

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/575 of 6 April 2022 concerning emergency

measures to prevent the introduction into the Union of foot and mouth disease through

consignments of hay and straw from third countries or territories and repealing Implementing

Regulation (EU) 2020/2208

Update

On 8 April 2022, the EU published the updated list of third countries allowed to export hay and

straw to the EU. Serbia is allowed to export hay and straw, and Ukraine pelleted straw. Belarus

and South Africa have been removed from the list.

Impacted products

Hay and straw (including pelleted straw)

What is changing?

The EU is adopting emergency measures to prevent the spread of contagious animal diseases

into the EU.

Why?

Due to the new Animal Health Law (Regulation (EU) 2016/429), the previous regulation laying

down the list of third countries allowed to export hay and straw to the EU has been repealed.

However, as there remains a risk of spreading foot and mouth disease (FMD) via hay and straw,

it was necessary to adopt a new text to prolong these preventative measures.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022D0575&qid=1660807704828
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02016R0429-20210421&qid=1660823654919
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Timeline

Date of publication: 8 April 2022.

The Decision may be reviewed when EFSA publishes its opinion on “Evaluating the animal

health risks of the introduction into the EU of FMD and other category A diseases (listed in

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1882) through consignments of hay and straw from third

countries or territories”.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

Serbia is allowed to export hay and straw, and Ukraine pelleted straw, to the EU.

Belarus and South Africa have been removed from the list of countries permitted to export hay

and straw to the EU.

Recommended Actions

AGRINFO partner countries, such as Belarus and South Africa, willing to export hay and straw to

the EU need to show that there is no risk of spreading foot and mouth disease (FMD) with their

consignments, so that they can be listed in the Annex of this Decision.

Background

The EU has laid down a legislative framework aimed at preventing the spread of contagious

diseases in the EU, including foot and mouth disease (FMD). It is based on the Animal Health

Law Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and the Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Sources

Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/575

Regulation (EU) 2016/429

Regulation (EU) 2017/625

Visit the AGRINFO website to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the

database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02016R0429-20210421&qid=1660823654919
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32017R0625&qid=1660727775199
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022D0575&qid=1660807704828
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02016R0429-20210421&qid=1660823654919
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https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports


THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2025, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

Import restrictions for hay and straw to prevent spread of foot and mouth disease

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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