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Commission Regulation (EU) as regards Listeria monocytogenes

What is changing and why?

In recent years, there have been an increasing number of deaths due to listeriosis among
consumers in the European Union. From 1 July 2026, the EU will apply stricter food safety
requirements for Listeria monocytogenes in ready-to-eat foods. These requirements will apply
not only at the production stage, but throughout the shelf-life of food products, from production to
distribution and sale to the consumer.

If an operator cannot demonstrate that the concentration of L. monocytogenes in a food will
never be higher than 100 cfu/g, they must be able to show that the pathogen is completely
absent in a 25 g portion of that food during its whole shelf-life.

This 100 cfu/g limit does not apply to foods for infants and consumers with weakened
immune defences, who must not be exposed to any concentration of this pathogen.

Actions

Producers of ready-to-eat foods for export to the EU should assess their current practices for
control of L. monocytogenes. Companies that export ready-to-eat foods to the EU must be able
to demonstrate that foods in which L. monocytogenes can grow will not exceed the 100 cfu/g
limit for this pathogen throughout the product’s shelf-life. Sectors particularly likely to be affected
include salads, sprouts, cheese, cooked meats, smoked fish, and desserts.

This proposal has been the subject of an EU “ " consultation. For more information
about the concerns raised, see the Full record.

Timeline
The Regulation will apply from 1 July 2026.

For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202402895
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13003-Listeria-monocytogenes-in-ready-to-eat-foods-update-of-safety-criteria_en
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/listeria-monocytogenes-in-ready-to-eat-food
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.

COL



