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Regulation 2022/1923 as regards the use of ascorbic acid (E300), sodium ascorbate (E301) and

calcium ascorbate (E302) in tuna

What is changing and why?

The European Commission has changed the maximum levels of ascorbic acid (E300), sodium

ascorbate (E301), and calcium ascorbate (E302) applied as antioxidants in thawed tuna sold as

fresh tuna (unprocessed) or marinated tuna (processed). This is because high amounts of these

food additives in tuna for canning artificially restores the colour of fresh tuna flesh, providing an

opportunity to deceptively market tuna for canning as fresh tuna.

The new maximum level of E300, E301, and E302 in tuna, in both thawed tuna sold as fresh

tuna (unprocessed) and marinated tuna (processed), is 300 mg/kg. These additives are

authorised singly or in combination. In the case of combinations, the maximum limit applies to

the sum of these substances.

Actions

Competent authorities in exporting countries must ensure that producers of tuna to be sold as

fresh tuna (unprocessed) or marinated tuna (processed) use these food additives in accordance

with good manufacturing practice, and in compliance with the latest EU Regulations.

Timeline

Adopted 10 October 2022.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/1923/oj
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-levels-of-food-additives-in-tuna
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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