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EU assessing MRLs for bifenthrin

Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of

the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for bifenthrin,

bromopropylate, chloridazon, fenpropimorph, imazaquin and tralkoxydim in or on certain

products

Update

The European Commission proposed to adopt an import tolerance MRL for bifenthrin on

maize/corn, and to reduce the MRL on strawberries in a proposal initially notified to the WTO

SPS Committee (G/SPS/N/EU/527). However, following further evaluation by EFSA evaluation,

the proposal will be reviewed and renotified to the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary

Measures.

Impacted products

strawberries, maize, corn

What is changing?

The Commission initially proposed the changes to bifenthrin MRLs as set out in Table 1. This

proposal will now be reviewed and further reductions in MRLs for other products are expected to

be proposed.

Why?

Bifenthrin is no longer permitted for use in the EU. The existing MRLs for bifenthrin have been

withdrawn, except for products with MRLs based on import tolerances or on Codex maximum

residue limits (CXLs) that are safe for consumers.

Following a request by the United States for an import tolerance, and the determination of its

safety for consumers by EFSA (2020), the MRL for bifenthrin in maize grain and sweetcorn is set

at 0.05 mg/kg.

Page 1 of 3

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/EEC/21_7748_00_e.pdf
https://eping.wto.org/en/Search?viewData=G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F527
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6361
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Because the existing CXL for bifenthrin on strawberries gives rise to consumer health concerns,

the MRL is set to the LOD.

A further evaluation of bifenthrin MRLs was undertaken by EFSA (2022) that identified the need

to reduce MRLs in a range of products.

Timeline

A new proposal on bifenthrin MRLs is expected in 2023. This will be notified to the WTO SPS

Committee.

Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation 396/2005. For information on

current MRLs for other substances, please consult the EU Pesticide Residues database.

Resources

EFSA (2020) Evaluation of confirmatory data following the Article 12 MRL review and setting of

import tolerances for bifenthrin in maize grain and sweet corn. EFSA Journal, 18(12): 6361.

EFSA (2022)Targeted review of maximum residue levels (MRLs) for bifenthrin. EFSA Journal

2023;21(3):7864.

Sources

Draft Regulation SANTE/10644/2021 rev.03
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/efsajournal/pub/7864
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20220516
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6361
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6361
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/efsajournal/pub/7864
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/EEC/21_7748_00_e.pdf
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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