Y AGRINFO

Maximum residue levels for cypermethrins

Published by AGRINFO on 15 Dec 2023; Revised 27 Nov 2024

EU explores new approach to MRLs for cypermethrins

Commission Regulation amending Annexes Il and Ill to Regulation (EC) No. 396/2005 of
the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for
cypermethrins in or on certain products [original Commission proposal, now under review]

Update

The European Commission is reviewing its approach to setting maximum residue levels (MRLS)
for cypermethrins. In December 2023, it informed the World Trade Organization Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (WTO SPS) Committee that the EU intended to reduce MRLs to the
limit of determination (LOD) on several products, and to 0.005 mg/kg (which is below the
standard LOD of 0.01 mg/kg) on oranges, pears, melons, and potatoes ( ). (The
LOD is the lowest level that can be detected using the most modern and reliable analytical
methods.)

Following comments by non-EU countries and stakeholders, the EU is discussing a new
approach that maintains current MRLs for cypermethrins (sum of isomers), but sets separate
MRLs for the more toxic alpha-cypermethrin.

Impacted products
To be defined

What is changing?

In December 2023, the EU proposed to amend the MRLs for "cypermethrins (sum of isomers)"
on certain products. The group of cypermethrins consists of cypermethrin and its isomers
alpha-cypermethrin, beta-cypermethrin, and zeta-cypermethrin. The current official EU definition
of cypermethrin is “cypermethrin including other mixtures of constituent isomers (sum of
isomers)”.
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_14494_02_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_14494_01_e.pdf
https://eping.wto.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&freeText=cypermethrins&viewData=G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F702
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However, during discussions with non-EU countries and stakeholders, it was established that
alpha-cypermethrin is the particular source of risk to consumers, and that it is technically
possible to set and test for MRLs for alpha-cypermethrin alone. This would allow the EU to
maintain existing MRLs on cypermethrin, which are also in line with Codex MRLs. The
Commission is asking the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to set MRLs for
alpha-cypermethrin.

Why?

Following a review of the existing MRLs for cypermethrins (sum of isomers),
recommended reducing the MRLs to the LOD for products where the safety of MRLs could not
be ensured, or where data were missing. However, following further information gathered during
discussions on the initial Commission proposal, it was decided to establish separate MRLs for
alpha-cypermethrin. EFSA will be requested to provide a statement on alpha-cypermethrin
MRLs.

Timeline

To enforce the new limits, authorities and businesses need reliable ways to test for
alpha-cypermethrin. The EU plans to finish confirming these testing methods by the end of 2025,
and the new limits for alpha-cypermethrin are expected to take effect in 2026.

Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation . For information on
current MRLs for other substances, please consult the

Resources
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, 23—24 September.
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7800
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20220516
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7800
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7800
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/305dd075-fa05-4941-8076-edb91ce6a299_en?filename=sc_phyto_20240923_ppr_sum.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/305dd075-fa05-4941-8076-edb91ce6a299_en?filename=sc_phyto_20240923_ppr_sum.pdf
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Commission Regulation as regards maximum residue levels for cypermethrins in or on
certain products

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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