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EU reduces MRLs for epoxiconazole to the LOD, with impacts on bananas, cabbages, peas, all
cereals, all spices, sugar plants and products of animal origin, from August 2023

Commission Regulation (EU) of 18 January 2023 amending Annexes II, Ill and V to
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards
maximum residue levels for benalaxyl, bromoxynil, chlorsulfuron, epoxiconazole and fenamiphos
in or on certain products

Update

The EU has reduced the MRLs for epoxiconazole. This will lead to reductions in MRLSs to the limit
of determination (LOD) for cabbages, peas, all cereals, all spices, sugar plants and products of
animal origin.

Impacted products

bananas, head cabbages, peas (with pods), peas (pulses), barley, oats, buckwheat, maize, corn,
common millet, proso millet, rice, sorghum, rye, wheat, seed spices, fruit spices, bark spices,
roots and rhizomes spices, bud spices, flower pistil spices, aril spices, sugar beet roots, chicory
roots, products of animal origin

What is changing?

The changes to MRLs are set out in Table 1.

In addition, the LOD is reduced on the majority of other products from 0.05 to 0.01 mg/kg.

Why?

The active substance epoxiconazole was not renewed for use in the EU, as an application for
renewal was not submitted. Its EU approval expired on 30 April 2020. In the absence of Codex
MRLs or import tolerances, the MRLs for all products were reduced to the LOD.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.017.01.0022.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A017%3ATOC
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Timeline
The new MRLs will apply from 8 August 2023.

Recommended Actions

Exporters of bananas, cabbages, peas, all cereals, all spices, sugar plants, and products of
animal origin should review the current use of epoxiconazole in production of these products,
and seek alternative solutions with a view to ensuring a transition away from epoxiconazole
before August 2023.

Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation . For information on
current MRLs for other substances, please consult the

Sources

Commission Regulation (EU)

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20220516
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.017.01.0022.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A017%3ATOC
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Table & Figures

Table 1
Maximum residue levels for epoxiconazole
Food category Products Epoxiconazole (mg/kg)
Old MRL New MRL

Miscellaneous fruits Bananas 0.5 0.01"
Brassica vegetables Head cabbages 0.2 0.01%
Legume vegetables Peas (with pods) 0.1 0.01*
Pulses Peas 0.1 0.01"
Cereals Barley, oat 15 0.01*

Buckwheat, maize/ corn, common 0.1 0.01

millet/ proso millet, rice, sorghum

Rye, wheat 0.6 0.01*
Hops Hops 0.1 0.05"
Spices Allseed spices, fruit spices, bark spices, 0.1 0.05"

roots and rhizomes spices, bud spices,
flower pistil spices, aril spices

Sugar plants Sugar beet roots 0.1 0.01*
Chicory roots 0.2 0.01*
Products of animal origin Swine/ bovine/ sheep/ goat/ equine/ 0.2 0.01*

other farmed terrestrial animals: Liver

Swine edible offals 0.05 0.01"
Bovine/ sheep/ goat/ equine/ other 0.02 0.01*
farmed terrestrial animals: Kidney,

edible offals

* Limit of determination.
Source: based on SANTE/10176/2022 rev.2
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Source: based on Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/128

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
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available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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