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EU proposes to amend MRLs for pyridaben

Commission Regulation amending Annex Il to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the
European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for napropamide,
pyridaben and tebufenpyrad in or on certain products

Commission Regulation (EU) of 23 March 2023 amending Annexes Il and Il to
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards
maximum residue levels for pyridaben, pyridate, pyriproxyfen and triclopyr in or on certain
products

Update

The EU has informed the World Trade Organization Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (WTO
SPS) Committee that it intends to lower the maximum residue levels (MRLS) for pyridaben on
some products ( ). Where data in support of proposed MRLs is not available, the
MRLs will be reduced to the limit of determination (LOD, the lowest level that can be detected
using the most modern and reliable analytical methods). The most significant impacts will
potentially be on exports of pome fruits, apricots, peaches, and beans.

In 2023, the EU increased the MRL for pyridaben on grapefruits to 0.5 mg/kg, following the
request for an import tolerance based on use of pyridaben in the USA.

Impacted products

Grapefruit, apples, pears, quinces, medlars, loquats/ Japanese medlars, apricots, peaches,
beans (with pods), commodities from pigs, cattle, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, other farmed
terrestrial animals, amphibians and reptiles, terrestrial invertebrate animals, wild terrestrial
vertebrate animals

What is changing?

The EU proposes to amend the MRLs for pyridaben as summarised in Table 1.

The MRL for pyridaben on grapefruits has increased from 0.3 to 0.5 mg/kg.
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00942_00_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.086.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A086%3ATOC
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&viewData=%20G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F715
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Why?
Following a request for an import tolerance level based on use of pyridaben on grapefruit in the
USA, and the determination of safe levels for consumers by , the EU has accepted

the proposed MRL for use on grapefruit.

While reviewing the MRLs for pyridaben, EFSA found gaps in the data needed to support the
MRLs for animal products, pome fruits, apricots, peaches, and beans.

Regarding animal products, the applicant provided additional information to support the MRLs,
and concluded that the data insufficiency was addressed. However, since
advances in analytical techniques allow lower LODs to be achieved on animal products, the EU
proposes to lower the LOD for all products of animal origin except honey.

Regarding pome fruits, the applicant did not provide all the data needed for pyridaben residue
trials. However, new data supporting alternative good agricutural practices (GAP) were
submitted for apples. Based on this, concluded that a lower MRL for apples can
also apply to other pome fruits.

For apricots, peaches, and beans (with pods), the applicant did not provide additional
information. The MRLs are therefore lowered to the LOD.

Timeline
Expected date of adoption: August 2024.

Expected date of entry into force: October 2024.

The new MRLs will apply from approximately April 2025 — the precise date will be known once
the Regulation is published. Products (except table grapes) exported before April 2025 that
comply with the old MRLs will not be removed from the EU market after April 2025, even if they
do not comply with the new MRLSs.

The new MRL for pyridaben on grapefruits has applied since 13 April 2023.

Recommended Actions

Exporters of apricots, peaches, beans (with pods), and animal products should review their
current use of pyridaben and evaluate possible alternative solutions in anticipation of MRL
changes. Exporters of pome fruits should assess whether current agricultural practices can
comply with the proposed reduced MRLSs.
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7553
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7970
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7970
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Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation 396/2005. For information on
current MRLs for other substances, please consult the EU Pesticide Residues database.

Resources

EFSA (2022) Setting of an import tolerance for pyridaben in grapefruits. EFSA Journal, 20(9):
7553.

EFSA (2023) Evaluation of confirmatory data following Article 12 MRL review and modification of
the existing MRLs in pome fruits for pyridaben. EFSA Journal, 21(4): 7970.

Sources

Draft Commission Regulation as regards maximum residue levels for napropamide, pyridaben
and tebufenpyrad in or on certain products

Annex Il-1

Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/679 as regards maximum residue levels for pyridaben,
pyridate, pyriproxyfen and triclopyr in or on certain products
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20220516
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7553
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7970
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7970
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00942_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00942_02_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.086.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A086%3ATOC
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Table & Figures

Table 1
Changes to maximum residue levels for pyridaben
Food category Products Pyridaben (mg/kg)
Old MRL New MRL
Pome fruits Apples, pears, quinces, medlars, 0.9 0.15

loquats/ Japanese medlars

Stone fruits Apricots, peaches 0.3 0.01%
Legume vegetables Beans (with pods) 0.2 0.01*
Products of animal origin Products from pigs, cattle, horses, 0.05* 0.01*

sheep, goats, poultry, other farmed
terrestrial animals

Amphibians and reptiles, terrestrial 0.05* 0.01%
invertebrate animals, wild
terrestrial vertebrate animals

* Limit of determination.
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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