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EU publishes Regulation reducing MRLs for spinosad on sweet peppers/bell peppers, lettuce
and other salad vegetables from February 2023

Commission Regulation (EU) of 3 August 2022 amending Annexes I, lll and V to
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards
maximum residue levels for methoxyfenozide, propoxur, spinosad and thiram in or on certain
products

Update

Commission Regulation 2022/1406, published on 18 August, reduces MRLs for spinosad on
sweet peppers/bell peppers, lettuce, escaroles/broadleaved endives, spinach, chards/beet
leaves and witloofs/Belgian endives from February 2023.

Impacted products

sweet peppers, bell peppers, lettuces, escaroles, broadleaved endives, spinaches, chards, beet
leaves, witloofs, Belgian endives

What is changing?

The MRLs have been amended for the products listed in Table 1.

Why?

Following the establishment for the first time of an acute reference dose (ARfD) for spinosad,

re-evaluated the potential risks to consumers associated with current MRLs, and
identified risks for a number of vegetables. Alternative fall-back good agricultural practices were
identified by Member States and lower MRLs were recommended accordingly.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022R1406
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6404
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Timeline

New MRLs will apply from 28 February 2023. Products lawfully placed on the EU market in
compliance with old MRLs before 28 February may remain on the market after that date, even
where not compliant with the new MRLs.

Recommended Actions

Suppliers to the EU of sweet peppers/bell peppers, lettuce, escaroles/broadleaved endives,
spinach and chards/beet leaves must ensure that good agricultural practices are amended to
meet the new MRLs .

Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation . For information on
current MRLs for other substances, please consult the

Resources

EFSA (2021) . EFSA
Journal,19(2): 6404.

Sources

Commission Regulation (EU)

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20220516
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/mrls
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6404
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022R1406
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Table & Figures

Table 1
Maximum residue levels for spinosad
Food category Products Spinosad* (mg/kg)
Old MRL New MRL

Fruiting vegetables Sweet peppers/bell peppers 2 0.6
Leaf vegetables, herbs and Lettuces 10 4
edible flowers
Brassica vegetables Escaroles/broadleaved endives 10 3

Spinaches, chards/beet leaves 15 4

Witloofs/Belgian endives 10 0.02*

1 Sum of spinosyn A and spinosyn D.
* Limit of determination.
Source: based on Commission Regulation 2022/1406
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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