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EU discusses amendment of triclopyr MRLs on certain products, with particular impact on citrus
fruits, apricots, and rice

Commission Regulation amending Annexes Il, 11l and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of
the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for
1,4-dimethylnaphthalene, chlormequiat, metribuzin, metribuzin-desamino-diketo
(metribuzin-DADK), terbuthylazine and triclopyr in or on certain products

Annex

Update

The European Union (EU) is discussing amendments to the maximum residue levels (MRLS) for
triclopyr on citrus fruits, apricots, rice, and animal products.

Impacted products

Grapefruits, oranges, lemons, mandarins, apricots, rice, animal products

What is changing?

The EU is discussing amending the MRLs for triclopyr on certain products as summarised in
Table 1.

Why?
The MRLs for triclopyr were reviewed following assessments by the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA , ), which confirmed that data gaps identified in earlier evaluations

were resolved for apples, pears, and peaches, allowing the existing MRLs to be maintained. For
other crops where data were still missing, including citrus fruits, apricots, and rice, the EU
proposed to adjust the MRLs either to alternative safe levels proposed by EFSA, or to the
product-specific limits of detection.
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/483549/108180/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/493149/108180/2/attachment
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7545
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9176
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In addition, new MRLs are proposed for certain animal products based on recent applications
and EFSA’s updated risk assessment confirming consumer safety ( ).

Timeline

This Regulation is still under discussion. It is expected that new MRLs will apply from late 2026
or early 2027.

Recommended Actions

Suppliers of citrus fruits, apricots, and rice to the EU market should review their current use of
triclopyr and start to seek alternative (chemical or non-chemical) solutions in anticipation of the
MRL reductions.

Background

MRLs are set in accordance with the rules set out in Regulation . For information on
current MRLs for other substances, please consult the

For further information on the EU’s process and principles for setting MRL, see
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Table & Figures

Table 1
Changes under discussion for triclopyr
maximum residue levels!!

Food category Products Triclopyr (mg/kg)

Existing MRL | Proposed MRL

Citrus fruits Grapefruits 0.1 0.01*
Oranges, lemons, mandarins 0.1 0.07
Stone fruits Apricots 0.05 0.01*
Cereals Rice 0.3 0.01*
Products of animal Muscle (swine) 0.01* 0.015
origin
Fat (swine) 0.01* 0.07
Liver (swine) 0.01* 0.03
Kidney and edible offals (swine) 0.01* 1.5
Muscle (cattle) 0.06 0.05
Fat (cattle) 0.06 0.3
Liver (cattle) 0.06 0.1
Kidney and edible offals (cattle) 0.08 4
Fat (sheep, goats) 0.06 0.4
Liver (sheep, goats) 0.06 0.15
Kidney and edible offals (sheep, goats) 0.08 5
Milk (sheep, goats) 0.01* 0.015

1. For products not listed here, no changes are proposed.
* Limit of determination (LOD).
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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