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Regulation

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the

active substance metribuzin

What is changing and why?

The active substance metribuzin will no longer be approved in the EU because the European

Food Safety Authority has identified several concerns, particularly endocrine-disrupting

properties that may cause adverse effects in humans, and that pose a high risk to bees.

EU decisions not to renew or withdraw approvals for pesticide active substances primarily impact

EU producers. However, following the non-renewal or withdrawal of approvals for pesticide

active substances, the EU starts the process of lowering or removing the MRLs. In the case of

metribuzin, MRLs are already set for most products at the LOD. However, MRLs are currently

still in place for cassava, land cresses, and olives for oil production, and these are likely be

lowered. In most circumstances this will mean that metribuzin can no longer be used on these

crops for export to the EU. Exporting countries should start to look for alternative solutions to

metribuzin or consider a request for EU import tolerances.

Actions

Authorities in countries that are members of the World Trade Organization can provide feedback

on the EU’s proposal (G/TBT/N/EU/1076) by emailing the EU TBT Enquiry Point until 10
September 2024.

Suppliers of cassava, land cresses, and olives currently using metribuzin should review current

agricultural practices and start to seek alternative solutions in anticipation of changes to EU

MRLs.

Timeline

Expected date of entry into force: fourth quarter of 2024.

Existing EU Member State authorisations of products containing metribuzin will need to be

withdrawn within 6 months of the Regulation’s entry into force. EU producers will be permitted to
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use stocks of products for up to 12 months after the Regulation enters into force (approximately

end 2025). A revision of metribuzin MRLs is expected for 2026.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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