
THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2026, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

Mineral oil hydrocarbons in food

Mineral oil hydrocarbons in food
Published by AGRINFO on 30 Nov 2022; Revised 11 Jun 2026

Draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) 2023/915 as regards maximum levels

of mineral oil aromatic hydrocarbons in food

Draft Annex [on maximum levels]

Draft Commission Recommendation on the monitoring of mineral oil hydrocarbons in food

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 as regards

the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of levels of mineral oil hydrocarbons in

foodstuffs

Draft Annex [on sampling and analysis]

What is changing and why?

MOAH maximum levels

As mineral oil aromatic hydrocarbons (MOAH) are dangerous to humans, the European Union

(EU) is proposing to set maximum permitted levels of MOAH in certain foods (see Table 1).

The EU proposal is a significant change compared to the situation today. Currently, EU Member

States can withdraw products or recall them from the market where MOAH levels are higher than

the following limits of quantification (LOQ):

● 0.5 mg/kg for dry foods with a low fat/oil content (≤4% fat/oil)

● 1 mg/kg for foods with a higher fat/oil content (>4% fat/oil, ≤50% fat/oil)

● 2 mg/kg for fats/oils or foods with >50% fat/oil.

But these limits are not set in EU law. The EU now intends to reinforce these limits by

establishing maximum levels in law.

Commission recommendations for EU Member State monitoring

For certain foods, the European Commission also recommends EU Member States, in

collaboration with food operators, to monitor:

● MOAH (in foods for which maximum levels have not been set)

● mineral oil saturated hydrocarbons (MOSH)
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5adfb70c-b57f-42a6-b4b3-37bc390c8b36_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_b-01_2023-2345-text_ml-moah_rev-10.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/a931aa7c-3de1-4224-9b87-bda5b6f6b163_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_b-01_2023-2345-annex-ml_moah_rev-10.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c0a9efe9-0a65-4906-979f-8e34d224a1eb_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_a-01_2023-2727-rev-8.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/899544ca-fea0-4057-b873-c731989e34a1_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_b-02_2726_2023_text_rev-08.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/be5e2238-a55b-4c15-9ee1-83db3c2bf306_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_b-02_2726_2023_annex_rev-08.pdff
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For these monitoring purposes, “indicative levels” will be set for MOAH (see Table 2) and MOSH

(see Table 3).

If MOAH or MOSH in these foods exceed the recommended indicative levels, these products will

not necessarily be excluded from the EU market, but the source of contamination should be

investigated. When EU Member States, based on a national risk assessment, consider that a

particular product is not safe because levels of MOAH or MOSH are very high, that product will

not be permitted onto the market.

Sampling and laboratory analysis

To ensure that controls of MOSH and MOAH by competent authorities are carried out

consistently, the EU has also developed detailed requirements for sampling methods and

laboratory analyses (see Draft Annex on sampling and analysis).

Actions

Suppliers should increase monitoring of MOSH and MOAH to identify any presence of these

substances in their products. When MOSH and MOAH are identified in food, operators should

check all steps of the supply process, identify the sources of contamination, and develop

measures to avoid further contamination of their products.

Further guidance can be found in the European Commission’s updated Frequently Asked

Questions document.

Timeline

The maximum levels for MOAH were approved on 13 May 2026 by EU Member States; formal

adoption is targeted for October 2026.

The new maximum levels will apply from 1 January 2027, except in the specific cases listed in

Table 1 where a later application date applies.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/be5e2238-a55b-4c15-9ee1-83db3c2bf306_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_sante-plan_b-02_2726_2023_annex_rev-08.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c576ed4f-1993-44eb-b75a-3dc0637b4336_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_info-doc_moh_faq_regulatory-measures.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c576ed4f-1993-44eb-b75a-3dc0637b4336_en?filename=cs_contaminants_catalogue_info-doc_moh_faq_regulatory-measures.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/mineral-oil-hydrocarbons-and-food
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Source: Draft Annex [on maximum levels]
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Source: Draft Commission Recommendation on the monitoring of mineral oil hydrocarbons in

food
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Source: Draft Commission Recommendation on the monitoring of mineral oil hydrocarbons in

food

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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