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Model animal health certificates for aquatic animals
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EU amends model animal health certificate for aquatic animals not for direct human consumption

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 8 March 2023 amending Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2020/2236 as regards the model animal health certificate for the entry into the
Union of consignments of aquatic animals intended for certain aguaculture establishments, for
release into the wild or for other purposes, excluding direct human consumption

Update

The European Commission has amended the model animal health certificate for aquatic animals
intended for aquaculture establishments; for release into the wild; or for other purposes,
excluding direct human consumption

Impacted products

aguatic animals

What is changing?

The model animal health certificate AQUA-ENTRY-ESTAB/RELEASE/OTHER has been
amended so that clinical inspections before export can be carried out by authorised aquatic
animal health professionals, instead of veterinarians ).

The new requirements for entry into the EU of consignments of aquatic animals intended for
aquaculture establishments, for release into the wild, or for other purposes, excluding direct
human consumption, are specified in point I11.3.2. of the model animal health certificate presented
in Annex Il of Regulation

Why?
It was necessary to update the certificate now that authorised aquatic animal health
professionals can carry out clinical inspections (Regulation ).
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Timeline
Date of publication: 9 March 2023.

Date of application: 10 March 2023.

Transitional period until 15 September 2023.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

Before export to the EU, clinical inspections on consignments of aquatic animals not for direct
human consumption can be carried out by authorised aquatic animal health professionals
instead of veterinarians, provided that the law of the exporting country authorises this.

Recommended Actions

Exporting countries or territories where aquatic animal health professionals are authorised to
perform clinical inspections on consignments of aquatic animals may use this flexibility for
exports to the EU. Other countries may consider authorising such inspections within their own
laws.

Background

Regulation (EU) supplements the Animal Health Law (Regulation ) regarding
the requirements for non-EU countries to be able to export animals and animal products to the
EU.

Delegated Regulation (EU) amends Regulation 2020/692, permitting aquatic animal
health professionals to perform clinical inspections on consignments of aquatic animals prior to
export to the EU, provided they are authorised to do so under the law of the exporting country or
territory (see ).

Implementing Regulation (EU) sets out the model animal health certificates for the
entry of consignments of aquatic animals and certain products of aquatic animal origin into the
EU and their movements within the EU.

Sources
Implementing Regulation (EU)
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Delegated Regulation (EU)

Implementing Regulation (EU)

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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