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Model health certificates: antimicrobial attestation
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EU model health certificates for animal products adapted to cover antimicrobials

to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2020 of 26 July 2024
amending and correcting Annex Il to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 as regards
model certificates for the entry into the Union of consignments of certain categories of animals
and certain products of animal origin intended for human consumption, and correcting
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/399

to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/399 of 29 January 2024
amending Annex Il to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 and Annex Il to Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2021/403 as regards model certificates for the entry into the Union of
consignments of certain products of animal origin and certain categories of animals

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU)

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU)

Update

From 2026, the EU will prohibit the use of certain antimicrobials in farmed live animals and their
products that are exported to the EU.

In 2024, the model official certificates for entry into the EU (covering all products from farmed
animals) were amended so that this prohibition is included in the public health attestation.
However, there was a two year transition period before the entry into application. Until 3
September 2026, the competent authorities must cross out this attestation but from 3 September
onwards, the attestation must be signed by the competent authority confirming that the animals
and their derived products have never been treated with prohibited antimicrobials.

Two Corrigenda have now been introduced to clarify the timeframe. The requirement to
guarantee compliance with the prohibition applies to consignments signed from 3 September
2026. If the date of signature of the certificate is before 3 September, the requirement does not
apply, even if the consignment enters the EU after 3 September.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202690609
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202690608
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2020/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400399
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Impacted products

Livestock, animal products for human consumption (eggs, casings, milk/dairy, honey,
aquaculture, etc.)

Exceptions are:

- gelatine, collagen, highly refined products, composite products, wild animals, insects, frogs,
shails and reptiles

- animals and food in transit not placed on the EU market
- animals or animal products not intended for human consumption

- samples for product analysis and quality testing not placed on the market.

What is changing?

Delegated Regulation requires that from September 2026, consignments of relevant
animals or animal products entering the EU from non-EU countries must be accompanied by an
official attestation of compliance with the EU's prohibition on the use of antimicrobial medicinal
products.

The model official certificates for entry into the EU of all products from farmed animals have been
amended, with the prohibition added into the public health attestation. This addition declares that
products were produced from animals that have not been administered antimicrobial medicinal
products:

for growth promotion, or
for yield increase, or

included in the list of antimicrobials reserved for the treatment of certain infections in
humans.

The Annex to Regulation provides the wording of the attestation that must be included
in the certificate for each category of animal products (amending Annex Il of Regulation
), and for each category of live terrestrial animals (amending Annex Il of Regulation

) — see references to the relevant models in Table 1.

For example, the attestation for beef reads:

I, the undersigned official veterinarian declare that, | am aware of the relevant requirements of
Regulation (EU) 2019/6 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/905 and hereby certify that fresh meat of domestic bovine
animals (including Bison and Bubalus species and their cross-breeds) described in Part | was
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.116.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A116%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400399
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=CELEX:02020R2235-20240903&qid=1730285014158
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2021/403/oj
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produced in accordance with these requirements, and in particular, that the animals from which
the meat is derived have not been administered antimicrobial medicinal products for growth
promotion or yield increase or antimicrobial medicinal products containing an antimicrobial that is
included in the list of antimicrobials reserved for the treatment of certain infections in humans laid
down in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1255 as set out in Article 3 of
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/905 and originate from a third country or region thereof listed in
accordance with Article 5(2) of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/905.

(Source: Regulation )

According to the Corrigenda, the footnote in the certificate indicating the date of application has
been corrected as follows:

“Applicable to consignments entering the Union as from 3 September 2026.”
is replaced by:
“Applicable to consignments both certified and entering the Union as from 3 September 2026.”

This means that if the certificate is signed before 3 September, the attestation regarding
antimicrobials must be crossed out - it does not apply even if the consignment enters the EU
after 3 September.

Why?

The official certificates with attestations signed by non-EU country authorities guarantee that only
food produced in compliance with the EU legislation is exported to the EU.

Timeline

Although the new model certificates have been in use since September 2024, the new rules
requiring competent authorities in non-EU countries to sign public health attestations relating to

antimicrobials will only apply from 3 September 2026 (when Regulation enters into
force). Before 3 September 2026, the attestation in the certificate must be crossed out (
). If using the EU’s Trade Control and Expert System ( ), this will be

done automatically.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400399
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.116.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A116%3ATOC
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/554f5033-cd88-455b-a2ca-d2e29ef29494_en?filename=ah_vet-med_imp-reg-2019-06_det-rules_meeting-third-countries_20240306_pres.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/554f5033-cd88-455b-a2ca-d2e29ef29494_en?filename=ah_vet-med_imp-reg-2019-06_det-rules_meeting-third-countries_20240306_pres.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/traces_en
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What are the major implications for exporting countries?

For details on the implications of new rules concerning the use of certain antimicrobials in farmed
live animals and their products that are exported to the EU, see
, and AGRINFO guidance:

).

Competent authorities in exporting countries may need to develop national legislation or adapt
their control systems so that they can guarantee compliance.

Recommended Actions

Competent authorities and operators in exporting countries should ensure they use the correct
model of the official certificate, and that the relevant attestations are signed from 3 September
2026.

Background

Regulation (Art. 118(1)) requires non-EU country operators exporting animals or animal
products to the EU to respect the prohibition on the use of antimicrobial medicinal products that
promote growth or increase yield, and on the use of antimicrobials

According to Delegated Regulation (Art. 4(1)(b)), consignments of relevant animals or
animal products entering the EU from non-EU countries should be accompanied by an official
certificate attesting compliance with the EU's prohibition on the use of antimicrobial medicinal
products. The existing model certificates are amended to include the relevant attestations of
compliance according to Regulation 2019/6 (see

).

Resources

Regulation as regards the application of the prohibition of use of certain antimicrobial
medicinal products in animals or products of animal origin exported from third countries into the
Union

Regulation on veterinary medicinal products

European Commission (2024)
, Presentation, Meeting between the European Commission
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https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/rules-on-prohibited-antimicrobials-in-imported-animal-products/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/rules-on-prohibited-antimicrobials-in-imported-animal-products/
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/316/Use_of_antimicrobials_in_farmed_animals_in_the_food_supply_chain_EN.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/316/Use_of_antimicrobials_in_farmed_animals_in_the_food_supply_chain_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R0006&qid=1661164839772
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/antimicrobials-reserved-for-treatment-of-certain-infections-in-humans/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/antimicrobials-reserved-for-treatment-of-certain-infections-in-humans/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.116.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A116%3ATOC
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/rules-on-prohibited-antimicrobials-in-imported-animal-products/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/rules-on-prohibited-antimicrobials-in-imported-animal-products/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.116.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A116%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R0006&qid=1661164839772
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/554f5033-cd88-455b-a2ca-d2e29ef29494_en?filename=ah_vet-med_imp-reg-2019-06_det-rules_meeting-third-countries_20240306_pres.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/554f5033-cd88-455b-a2ca-d2e29ef29494_en?filename=ah_vet-med_imp-reg-2019-06_det-rules_meeting-third-countries_20240306_pres.pdf
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and non-EU Countries, 6 March.

European Commission: — Delegated
and implementing regulations.

AGRINFO guidance:

Sources

to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2020 as regards model
certificates for the entry into the Union of consignments of certain categories of animals and
certain products of animal origin intended for human consumption

to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/399 as regards model
certificates for the entry into the Union of consignments of certain products of animal origin and
certain categories of animals

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 26 July 2024 amending and correcting
Annex Il to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 as regards model certificates for the entry
into the Union of consignments of certain categories of animals and certain products of animal
origin intended for human consumption, and correcting Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/399

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 29 January 2024 amending Annex Il to
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 and Annex Il to Implementing Regulation (EU)
2021/403 as regards model certificates for the entry into the Union of consignments of certain
products of animal origin and certain categories of animals

Visit the to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and the
database.
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-health/vet-meds/implementing-eu-regulation-veterinary-medicines_en#delegated-and-implementing-regulations
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/agrinfo-webinar-use-of-antimicrobials-in-farmed-animals/
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/316/Use_of_antimicrobials_in_farmed_animals_in_the_food_supply_chain_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202690609
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202690608
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2020/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400399
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Table & Figures

Table1
Model certificates where the antimicrobial attestation has been introduced

Products Chapters and models

Animal products (and live fish) - Regulation 2020/2235

Meat 1BOV,20VI, 3POR, 4 EQU, 5 RUF, 7 SUF, 10 RUM-MSM, 11 SUI-MSM, 13 POU,
15 RAT, 23 RM, 24 MP-PREP, 25 MPNT, 26 MPST

Eggs 19E, 20 EP

Casings 27 CAS

Fish 28 FISH-CRUST-HC, 29 EU-FISH, 30 FISH/MOL-CAP, 31 MOL-HC

Milk and dairy 33 MILK-RM, 34 MILK-RMP/NT, 35 DAIRY-PRODUCTS-PT, 36 DAIRY-PRODUCTS-ST,

37 COLOSTRUM, 38 COLOSTRUM-BP
Honey 45 HON
Other products 49 PAO
Live animals - Regulation 2021/403

Live animals (terrestrial) 1BOV-X, 2 BOV-Y, 4 OV/CAP-X, 5 OV/CAP-Y, 7 SUI-X, 8 SUI-Y, 12 CAM-CER,
13 EQUI-X, 14 EQUI-Y, 22 BPP, 23 BPR, 29 SP, 30 SR, 31 POU-LT20
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Source: Regulations ,

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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