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EU removes the MRL for 17(3-oestradiol in food of animal origin

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 18 March 2024 amending Regulation
(EU) No 37/2010 as regards the substance 17(-oestradiol

Update

The European Union has removed the maximum residue limit (MRL) for 17B-oestradiol, including
for therapeutic and zootechnical use in mammals.

Impacted products

Food-producing mammals

What is changing?

Regulation sets the MRLs accepted in foods of animal origin. 17B-oestradiol was
allowed in mammals only for therapeutic and zootechnical (to improve the genetics of breeding
animals) purposes. That authorisation is now removed.

Why?

This change aligns Regulation 37/2010 with Directive , Which bans 17(-oestradiol use in
food-producing animals.

Timeline
Applies from 8 April 2024.

COL


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400860
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02010R0037-20231112&qid=1712045875869
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01996L0022-20081218&qid=1712046184964
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What are the major implications for exporting countries?

Food from mammals exported to the EU must not contain 17p-oestradiol. The use of
17B-oestradiol is not allowed in food-producing animals, including for therapeutic and
zootechnical use.

Recommended Actions

Food from mammals exported to the EU must not contain 17(3-oestradiol. Competent authorities
and producers in non-EU countries where 17p-oestradiol may be used for therapeutic and
zootechnical purposes should ensure that alternative treatment is given using permitted

substances (see ).
Background
Regulation sets the MRLs of pharmacologically active substances accepted in food of

animal origin. Any substances that is not specifically mentioned in this regulation for the uses
described, cannot be used in food-producing animals.
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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