
THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2025, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

MRLs for ketoprofen in animal products (ruminants, pigs, horses)

MRLs for ketoprofen in animal products (ruminants,
pigs, horses)

Published by AGRINFO on 10 Feb 2025

EU proposes MRLs for ketoprofen in animal products (ruminants, pigs, horses)

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 37/2010 as regards

the classification of the substance ketoprofen with respect to its maximum residue limit in

foodstuffs of animal origin

Draft Annex

Update

The European Commission has informed the World Trade Organization Sanitary and

Phytosanitary Measures (WTO SPS) Committee that it intends to set maximum residue levels

(MRLs) for ketoprofen in meat, fat, offals, and milk derived from all ruminants (including cows

and sheep), pigs, and horses (G/SPS/N/EU/808).

Impacted products

Meat, fat, liver, kidney, and milk from cows, sheep, goats, pigs, and horses

What is changing?

Under Regulation 2023/2194, the EU set an MRL for ketoprofen in poultry tissues (see MRLs for

ketoprofen in poultry).

The European Commission now proposes to set the following MRLs for ketoprofen that apply to

the tissues of all ruminants (including cows, sheep, and goats), pigs, and horses:

● muscle, kidney: 50 µg/kg

● fat, liver, milk: 20 µg/kg.

For pigs, the MRL on fat relates to “skin and fat in natural proportions”.
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01161_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01161_01_e.pdf
https://eping.wto.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&viewData=G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F808
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32023R2194
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/mrls-for-ketoprofen-in-poultry/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/mrls-for-ketoprofen-in-poultry/
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Why?

Following a request from the Commission, the European Medicines Agency evaluated and

recommended setting MRLs for ketoprofen use in species of cows and pigs. On the basis of this

evaluation, the Commission proposes that these MRLs are extended to all ruminants and

horses.

Timeline

The Commission intends to publish this Regulation in April 2025. The MRLs will apply 20 days

after publication.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

The use of veterinary medicines containing ketoprofen was already permitted in cows, pigs, and

horses, but this will be extended to all ruminants under the new Regulation. Food produced from

all these animals will have to comply with the MRLs.

Recommended Actions

The WTO consultation closed on 4 April 2025.

Background

The Annex to Regulation 37/2010 sets out pharmacologically active substances that may be

used in veterinary medicines, and their MRLs in food of animal origin. Ketoprofen may currently

be used in relation to cows, pigs, horses, and poultry. MRLs for ketoprofen are only currently set

for poultry.

The Annex to Regulation 37/2010 will be amended accordingly.

Resources

Regulation (EC) No 470/2009 laying down Community procedures for the establishment of

residue limits of pharmacologically active substances in food

Commission Regulation (EU) No 37/2010 on pharmacologically active substances and their

classification regarding maximum residue limits in foodstuffs of animal originstuffs of animal

Page 2 of 3

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02010R0037-20240408&qid=1738914477194
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/37(1)/2023-06-11
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2009/470/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/37(1)/2023-06-11
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origin

European Commission: Residues of veterinary medicinal products

Sources

Draft Commission Implementing Regulation as regards the classification of the substance

ketoprofen with respect to its maximum residue limit in foodstuffs of animal origin

Draft Annex
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/chemical-safety/residues-veterinary-medicinal-products_en
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01161_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01161_01_e.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports

