
THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2026, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

On-farm animal welfare: Review of EU laws

On-farm animal welfare: Review of EU laws
Published by AGRINFO on 27 Jun 2025; Revised 26 Sep 2025

On-farm animal welfare for certain animals: modernisation of EU legislation

What is changing and why?

The European Commission is reviewing its on-farm animal welfare rules, including the use of

cages in breeding (for laying hens, pigs, calves, pullets, broiler breeders, layer breeders, rabbits,

ducks, geese, and quails), and the killing of male day-old chicks in the laying hens sector. The

on-farm animal welfare rules of the European Union (EU) currently do not apply to imports of

animals and animal products.

As part of this review, the Commission has published a questionnaire to collect views on whether

the rules should change, including whether EU rules should be applied to imported products.

Actions

There is an opportunity for exporters of animal products to the EU (specifically pork, poultry,

calves, beef, eggs, milk, and their respective products) to respond through the European

Commission’s Have Your Say webpage until 12 December 2025. This input can identify steps

that could contribute to improving animal welfare, or identify potential challenges for exporting

countries in applying EU rules.

Stakeholders wishing to respond must be registered. Those who do not already have an account

will first need to Create an EU login account, then register their organisation on the Transparency

register.

Timeline

The European Commission aims to carry out consultations in 2025 and present a proposal for

new rules in 2026.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14671-On-farm-animal-welfare-for-certain-animals-modernisation-of-EU-legislation/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14671-On-farm-animal-welfare-for-certain-animals-modernisation-of-EU-legislation/public-consultation_en
https://sfc.ec.europa.eu/en/2007/how-create-eu-login-account-and-find-your-unique-identifier-commission-uid?language_content_entity=en
https://transparency-register.europa.eu/searchregister-or-update_en
https://transparency-register.europa.eu/searchregister-or-update_en
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/on-farm-animal-welfare-review-of-eu-laws
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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