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EU to remove zero tariff exemption on low-value e-commerce goods, and to introduce simplified
tariffs. EU consultation

for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 as regards the
introduction of a simplified tariff treatment for the distance sales of goods and Regulation (EC)
No 1186/2009 as regards the elimination of the customs duty relief threshold

Update

E-commerce goods imported into the EU that are valued at less than €150 currently do not pay
import tariffs. The European Commission proposes to to remove the tariff exemption on
low-value e-commerce goods, and to introduce simplified tariffs for all e-commerce goods.

What is changing?

This Regulation concerns E-commerce sales of goods, including agrifood products, that are sold
directly from a non-EU country to businesses, households, individuals or private organizations,
through electronic transactions conducted via the internet. Today, EU customers do not currently
pay import tariffs on these goods provided their value is less than €150.

The Commission now proposes to remove this exception for low-value e-commerce goods so
that import tariffs will have to be paid on all e-commerce goods. It also proposes to put in place a
simplified system of tariffs for all e-commerce goods, which may be applied at the request of the
importer. The e-commerce tariffs for agri-food products are set out in Table 1.

Importers can choose to use conventional rather than simplified tariffs. Importers of e-commerce
goods from non-EU countries currently paying zero or reduced tariffs (under the

) can continue to benefit from these preferential tariffs by proving the origin of
goods in the standard way.

Where the EU has put in place specific tariffs to restrict imports (safeguard tariffs, anti-dumping
or anti-subsidy duties), these will continue to apply to all goods including e-commerce goods.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DA/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52023PC0259
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/review-of-generalised-scheme-of-tariff-preferences/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/review-of-generalised-scheme-of-tariff-preferences/
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Why?

The current exemption from import tariffs on e-commerce goods valued at less than €150 is
difficult for customs authorities to check. E-commerce consignments are reported to be regularly
undervalued to avoid paying import duties. This favours e-commerce in non-EU countries over
traditional trade by EU retailers importing in bulk.

The standard method of calculating tariffs is based on the tariff classification, the customs value
and the origin of goods. For e-commerce goods, particularly single products, it poses a
disproportionate burden for customs authorities and EU businesses, so simplified tariffs are
needed.

Timeline

Feedback on the proposal can be provided via the Commission webpage
until 20 July 2023.

The new rules will apply from 1 March 2028.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

For non-EU exporting countries that benefit from zero or preferential import tariffs, removing the
import tariff exemption for e-commerce goods under the value of €150 may not have a significant
impact. These preferential tariffs still apply in the same way as for non-e-commerce goods, using
standard procedures identifying the country of origin.

Suppliers of low-value e-commerce goods in other non-EU countries may face higher import
tariffs.

Recommended Actions

Feedback on the proposal can be provided via the Commission webpage
until 20 July 2023. This feedback will be presented to the Council of the EU to
inform the legislative debate.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13316-Revision-of-the-Union-Customs-Code_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13316-Revision-of-the-Union-Customs-Code_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13316-Revision-of-the-Union-Customs-Code_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13316-Revision-of-the-Union-Customs-Code_en
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THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Background

This is one of three proposals aiming to modernise the EU’s customs system and respond to
increasing trade volumes (in particular for e-commerce). The other two proposals are to simplify
VAT on e-commerce and to establish a Union Customs Code and Customs Authority.

Resources

European Commission (2023) Customs Reform: Taking the Customs Union to the Next Level.

Sources

Proposal for a Regulation on the introduction of a simplified tariff treatment for the distance sales
of goods and elimination of the customs duty relief threshold

Visit the AGRINFO website to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the
database.
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https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/proposal-to-simplify-collection-of-vat-on-e-commerce-goods/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/proposal-to-reform-the-eu-customs-union/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0257&qid=1684913179617
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DA/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52023PC0259
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Table & Figures

Table 1
Simplified tariffs for e-commerce goods

HS Code Description Import tariff
Customs (% ad valorem)
Chapter
01 Live animals 17
02 Meat and edible meat offal 17
03 Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates 17
04 Dairy produce; birds’ eggs; natural honey; edible animal products 17
05 Products of animal origin not elsewhere specified orincluded 5
06 Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots, cut flowers and ernamental 12
foliage
07 Vegetables, roots and tubers 17
08 Fruit and nuts 17
09 Coffee, tea, mate and spices 17
10 Cereals 17
11 Products of the milling industry 17
12 Oilseeds 12
13 Lac, gums, resins and other vegetable saps 17
14 Vegetable plaiting materials 0
15 Animal, vegetable or microbial fats and oils 17
16 Preparations of meat or fish 17
17 Sugars and sugar confectionery 17
18 Cocoa and cocoa preparations 12
19 Preparations of cereals, flour, starch or milk 17
20 Preparations of vegetables, fruits or nuts 17
21 Miscellaneous edible preparations 17
22 Beverages, spirits and vinegar 17
23 Residues and waste from food industries and animal fodder 17
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Source: for a Regulation on the introduction of a simplified tariff treatment

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information
available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole
risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
Union.
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