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EU answers questions received on implementation of rules for organic beekeeping

Commission notice: Questions and answers on the implementation of EU rules on organic

beekeeping

Update

The European Commission has published a notice to assist national authorities and businesses

to apply the EU rules on organic beekeeping. The notice answers questions received, mainly on

implementation of the Organic Regulation (EU) 2018/848.

Impacted products

Organic honey, organic beekeeping, beeswax

What is changing?

Answers are provided on:

● low environmental impact methods, location of apiaries, and husbandry practices

● possibilities for beeswax producers and processors to be certified as organic operators

● classification of beeswax

● natural products such as propolis, wax, and plant oils that may be used in hives.

Timeline

The notice was published on 25 April 2024.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C_202402874
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02018R0848-20201114
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What are the major implications for exporting countries?

The Commission notice is not a binding document, it is intended to clarify implementation of the

Organic Regulation.

Recommended Actions

Organic beekeepers are recommended to read this notice to clarify any questions about

Regulation 2018/848.

Background

The Organic Regulation (EU) 2018/848 lays down EU rules on organic production and labelling

of organic products. Although it focuses on the EU organic sector, it has significant implications

for non-EU countries.

Sources

Commission notice: Questions and answers on the implementation of EU rules on organic

beekeeping

Visit the AGRINFO website to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the

database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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