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Regulation

Regulation (EU) 2023/2842 as regards fisheries control

What is changing and why?

The revised EU fisheries control regulation updates rules for controlling fishing vessels to make

EU fishing more sustainable. The control of EU fishing activities will be entirely digitalised. The

EU’s IT tool for catch certification (CATCH) will become compulsory, and will be integrated with

the Trade Control and Expert System (TRACES) to ensure better compliance with its Common

Fisheries Policy, and to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

Actions

Fishery operators and exporters of fish products to the EU should replace paper-based catch

recording and certification systems with a digital system that can work with the EU CATCH tool

and/or TRACES. They should also try to ensure full digital traceability of fish and seafood

products for export to the EU.

Timeline

Date of publication: 20 December 2023.

Date of application: 9 January 2024.

Transitional provisions

CATCH will become compulsory for EU operators and authorities for imports of fishery products

as of 10 January 2026. Catch certificates and related documents that have been validated,

endorsed, or signed before 10 January 2026 may be used by importers until 10 January 2028 (in

accordance with Regulation 1005/2008).

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.
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http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2842/oj
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2019-06/catch-it-system_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/traces_en
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/iuu-regulation-explained/
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2008/1005/oj
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-records/revised-eu-rules-and-digitalisation-of-fisheries-control
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-records
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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