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European Commission proposes to allow border control posts to split consignments of plant

products for speedier release

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations

(EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 1829/2003, (EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 852/2004, (EC) No

853/2004, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1099/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 528/2012, (EU)

2017/625 as regards the simplification and strengthening of food and feed safety requirements

Update

Currently, consignments of plants and plant products that are controlled by European Union (EU)

border control posts cannot be released until the entire consignment has been checked. As a

consignment may contain various plant products, each requiring different lengths of time, there is

a risk of delays which could lead to damage or loss of perishable products.

The European Commission proposes to allow border control posts to split consignments of plant

products before completing official controls, so that each part can be released as soon as

controls have been finalised.

This proposal has been notified to the World Trade Organization Sanitary and Phytosanitary

Measures (WTO SPS) Committee (G/SPS/N/EU/911).

What is changing?

Currently, consignments of plants and plant products that are controlled by EU border control

posts cannot be released until control of the entire consignment has been completed (Regulation

2017/625, Art. 50(3)). This means that border control posts cannot release part of a consignment

until all the other parts have undergone all checks, including laboratory testing where required.

The European Commission proposes to allow border control posts to split consignments of

plants and plant products, and to immediately release parts of a consignment that have already

completed official controls.
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b0817113-6edc-4219-b638-8060fee037d5_en?filename=horiz_omnibus_reg-com-2025-1030_en.pdf
https://eping.wto.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&viewData=%20G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F911
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32017R0625&qid=1766403628434
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Why?

Different types of products in a consignment may have different types of controls, some of which

may take longer than others. These delays can damage perishable products or make them

unmarketable. EU control bodies and businesses have requested flexibility to avoid unnecessary

delays and economic damage.

Timeline

This proposal will be discussed by the Council of the EU (Member States) and the European

Parliament, a process that can take up to 2 years. So its application is possible in the second half

of 2027.

Recommended Actions

Competent authorities of countries that are members of the WTO can submit comments on the

EU’s proposal by emailing the EU SPS Enquiry Point until 30 March 2026.

Resources

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the

application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant

protection products

Sources

Proposal for a Regulation amending Regulations 999/2001, 1829/2003, 1831/2003, 852/2004,

853/2004, 396/2005, 1099/2009, 1107/2009, 528/2012, 2017/625 as regards the simplification

and strengthening of food and feed safety requirements
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risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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