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EU Regulation on TSE now takes into account goat strains resistant to classical scrapie

Commission Regulation (EU) 2024/887 of 22 March 2024 amending Annexes IV, VIII and IX to

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards animal

feeding, placing on the market and importation into the Union

Update

The EU has amended its Regulation on transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSE) to

take account of scientific evidence that goats with K222, D146, or S146 alleles are genetically

resistant to classical scrapie.

Impacted products

animal by-products, milk products, ruminants, goats

What is changing?

The EU recognises that goats with K222, D146, or S146 alleles are genetically resistant to

classical scrapiestrains. This will be reflected in the attestation that must be included in the

certificate for exporting to the EU animal by-products containing milk from goats. The certificate

in Regulation 142/2011 (Chapter 2(A), p. 201) will be updated.*

This recognition is also reflected in the requirements for imports of goats for breeding, and

semen of goats.**

Other changes in Regulation 2024/887 include corrections, updates of references to new

legislation, and amendments, that do not apply to exports to the EU.

–––

* The new Regulation amends Regulation 999/2001 Annex IX, Chapter D, Section B, 3(c).

** The new Regulation amends Regulation 999/2001 Annex IX, Chapter H, 2(a,b), and Chapter

E, 5(b), 6(b), respectively.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400887
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011R0142-20231214&qid=1711612834541
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20230101&qid=1711551448669
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20230101&qid=1711551448669
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Why?

Based on the opinion of EFSA (2017), the EU allows the best possible use of genetically

resistant animals and their semen to control classical scrapie.

Timeline

Applies from 14 April 2024.

What are the major implications for exporting countries?

Animal by-products from goat milk can originate from a holding where a case of classical scrapie

has been confirmed if:

● either all goats have been killed and destroyed or slaughtered, except goats carrying at least

one of the K222, D146, or S146 alleles, or

● all animals in which classical scrapie was confirmed have been killed and destroyed, and the

holding has intensified its TSE monitoring for at least 2 years since the last classical scrapie

case, including testing all animals slaughtered or dead, except goats carrying at least one of

the K222, D146, or S146 alleles.

Recommended Actions

For exports to the EU of animal by-products from goat milk originating from a holding where a

case of classical scrapie occurred, the obligation to slaughter all the animals or to test all

slaughtered or dead animals does not apply to goats carrying at least one of the K222, D146, or

S146 alleles.

Background

Following the outbreak in Europe of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE, “mad cow

disease”) in the 1990s, and outbreaks of other transmissible spongiform encephalopathies

(TSEs) such as scrapies in sheep and goats, and chronic wasting disease (CWD) in deer, the

EU adopted Regulation 999/2001 to protect the health of consumers and animals, and to control

and eradicate these diseases. Since 2001, the Regulation has been adapted regularly, taking

into account the latest scientific knowledge.
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4962
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20230101&qid=1711551448669
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The requirements apply to meat and casings from ruminants, and to animal by-products derived

from ruminants, exported to the EU. These requirements are reflected in the official certificates

(the “BSE attestation”) that non-EU countries must sign to guarantee that ruminant products

comply with these requirements for animal by-products (Regulation 142/2011). For detail on the

requirements for meat and casings, see EU official health certificates for exports to the EU –

explained.

The level of requirements depends on the risk category of the exporting country. Classifications

by country are listed in Decision 2007/453/EC.

Resources

EFSA (2017) Genetic resistance to transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSE) in goats.

EFSA Journal, 15(8): 4962.

European Commission: Control of TSEs (including BSE and scrapie)

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of

certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies

Commission Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 laying

down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human

consumption and implementing Council Directive 97/78/EC as regards certain samples and

items exempt from veterinary checks at the border under that Directive

Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and

derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) No

1774/2002 (Animal by-products Regulation)

Sources

Regulation (EU) 2024/887 of 22 March 2024 amending Annexes IV, VIII and IX to Regulation

(EC) No 999/2001 as regards animal feeding, placing on the market and importation into the

Union

Visit the AGRINFO website to view the latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the

database.
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https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/cd9d61df-9a87-11ee-b164-01aa75ed71a1.0006.03/DOC_1
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/eu-official-health-certificates-for-exports-to-the-eu-explained/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/eu-official-health-certificates-for-exports-to-the-eu-explained/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02007D0453-20220808&qid=1711570395528
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4962
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/biological-safety/food-borne-diseases-zoonoses/control-tses_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20230101&qid=1711551448669
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011R0142-20231214&qid=1711612834541
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2009/1069/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202400887
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European

Union.
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