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Guidance document on the implementation of certain provisions of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004

on the hygiene of food of animal origin

What is changing and why?

This guidance document has been updated to reflect recent changes in EU law. Key updates

include clarification of the scope of Regulation 853/2004, a list of definitions, criteria for flexibility

for small slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments, approval of mobile

slaughterhouses, guidelines on freezing of fresh meat without undue delay, identification

marking, and application of hygiene rules in the fishery sector.

Actions

Non-EU countries exporting animal food to the EU must comply with the requirements of

Regulation 853/2004. These requirements are part of the public health attestation, which must

be signed by the authorities of the exporting country, in the official certificates accompanying

consignments. This updated guidance document is a useful tool to help in implementing these

requirements.

Timeline

The updated version was published on 22 April 2024.

For more information see the full record on the AGRINFO website – where you can also view the

latest AGRINFO Update newsletters and search the database.

Disclaimer: Under no circumstances shall COLEAD be liable for any loss, damage, liability or

expense incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resulted from the use of information

available on this website or any link to external sites. The use of the website is at the user’s sole

risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents do not, however, reflect the views of the European
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ce8efc9d-8750-4b75-9563-7427da889666_en?filename=biosafety_fh_legis_guidance_reg-2004-853_en.pdf
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2004/853/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2004/853/oj
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/updated-guidance-on-hygiene-requirements-for-food-of-animal-origin
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports


THE LATEST ON EU AGRI-FOOD POLICIES IMPACTING LOW-INCOME & MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Copyright © COLEAD 2026, AGRINFO is funded by the European Union and implemented by COLEAD.

Updated guidance on hygiene requirements for food of animal origin

Union.

Page 2 of 2


