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Regulation as regards the addition of the substances ketoconazole, midazolam and
sevoflurane, and as regards the deletion of the substances digoxin, dorzolamide, griseofulvin,
imipramine, ketoconazole, phenytoin and ticarcillin

What is changing and why?

The European Union (EU) has added ketoconazole (topical use only), midazolam, and
sevoflurane to the list of substances that are essential for the treatment of food-producing horse
species.

The EU has discontinued the use of digoxin, dorzolamide, imipramine, griseofulvin, ketoconazole
(oral administration) and, phenytoin, as these medicines are considered to pose an unacceptable
risk to consumers when used in food-producing horses ( ; ). The use of
ticarcillin has been discontinued because it is reserved for the treatment of certain infections in
humans, and is not allowed for use in animals in the EU.

Actions

Countries exporting horses and horsemeat to the EU for human consumption must ensure that
digoxin, dorzolamide, imipramine, griseofulvin, ketoconazole (via oral administration), phenytoin,
and ticarcillin are no longer administered to these horses. These substances should be
monitored and included in annual residue control plans.

Timeline

The amended lists of substances (newly authorised and discontinued) apply from 28 July 2026.

For more information see the on the AGRINFO website — where you can also view the
latest newsletters and the database.
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http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/1810/oj
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/regulatory-procedural-guideline/scientific-advice-under-article-1155-regulation-eu-2019-6-veterinary-medicinal-products-regarding-list-substances-essential-treatment-equine-species-which-withdrawal-period-equine-species-shall-be-six_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/other/guidance-under-article-1411f-regulation-eu-2019-6-veterinary-medicinal-products-regards-five-substances-not-included-commission-implementing-regulation-eu-2025-901_en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/veterinary-medicinal-products-for-horse-species
https://agrinfo.eu
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports
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risk and responsibility. This information platform was created and maintained with the financial
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