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Welcome to Issue 16 of AGRINFO UPDATE – a regular information service keeping you up-to-date on 
evolving EU policies, regulations, and standards that have potential impacts on agricultural value chains in 
low- and middle-income countries. 
 
Find links below to our website at www.agrinfo.eu, where we give clear summaries about recent and 
upcoming changes, and actions that companies or authorities need to take to meet the new rules. 
 
The European Parliament’s November meetings resulted in the surprise rejection of the Commission’s 
proposal for a revised Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation, and agreed negotiating positions on two 
major Green Deal initiatives: the ban of products made with forced labour, and sustainable packaging. The 
European Commission has notified the World Trade Organization of MRL reductions on widely used 
pesticides including carbendazil and deltamethrin. 
 
If you need more information, eligible stakeholders can contact us via the Ask AGRINFO service*. 
 
 

LATEST 

 

New Regulations or policies under development  

 

Pesticides 

European Parliament rejects proposed Commission strategy for the 
sustainable use of pesticides 

Read 

 

Forced labour  

European Parliament agrees its position on ban on products made 
with forced labour  

Read 

 

Packaging  

European Parliament adopts its proposals for new packaging rules Read 

https://www.colead.link/current-programmes/agrinfo/
http://www.agrinfo.eu/
https://agrinfo.eu/ask-agrinfo/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/sustainable-use-of-pesticides-regulation/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/prohibition-of-products-made-with-forced-labour/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/proposed-packaging-and-packaging-waste-rules/


 

 

Changes notified to World Trade Organization  
Send feedback via your National SPS/TBT notification authority within the 60-day time limit 

 

 

Pesticide MRLs 

EU proposes to set MRLs for benomyl on all products at 0.01–0.05 mg/kg 
– deadline 22 January 2024 

EU proposes to reduce MRLs for: 

▪ carbendazim on all products except for lemons, limes, mandarins, 
and okra – deadline 22 January 2024 

▪ thiophanate-methyl on all products except limes and okra – 
deadline 22 January 2024 

EU proposes to amend MRLs for: 

▪ thiabendazole on avocados and papayas – deadline 22 January 
2024 

▪ metalaxyl with impact on lemons, apples, pears, onions, globe 
artichokes, and soyabeans – deadline 22 January 2024 

▪ deltamethrin with impact on fruits, vegetables, oil seeds, and 
spices – deadline 22 January 2024 

▪ fosetyl-Al with impacts on sweetcorn and certain herbal 
infusions/spices – deadline 23 January 2024 

▪ trifloxystrobin with impacts on passionfruit and Chinese cabbage 
– deadline 22 January 2024  

   

New Regulations coming into force and application dates  

 

Trade policy  

EU extends current GSP rules as negotiations continue on new rules – 
entered into force 28 November 2023 

Read 

 

Animal health  

Identification of ungulates for export; and amended veterinary disease 
control zones in Botswana – applies from 14 December 2023 

Read 

 

Feed additives  

EU authorises certain feed additives – applies from 18 & 19 December 
2023 

Read 

https://eping.wto.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nna
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-benomyl/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-carbendazim/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-thiophanate-methyl/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-thiabendazole/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-metalaxyl/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-deltamethrin/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-fosetyl-alphosphonic-acid/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/maximum-residue-levels-for-trifloxystrobin/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/extension-of-scheme-of-generalised-tariff-preferences-gsp/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/animal-health-list-identification-of-ungulates-and-amended-veterinary-disease-control-zones-in-botswana
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/feed-additives-latest-authorisations


 

 

Pesticides  

EU renews approval of glyphosate – applies from 6 December 2023 

EU has not renewed approval of triflusulfuron-methyl – applies from 21 
November 2023 

EU has not renewed approval of benthiavalicarb – applies from 11 
December 2023 

 

 

*The ASK AGRINFO service is available to subscribers working for public authorities, sector associations or 
farmer organisations in AGRINFO target countries.  
 
 

 

The AGRINFO programme is implemented by COLEAD and funded by the European Union. This publication has been produced with the 
financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of COLEAD and can under no circumstances be regarded 

as reflecting the position of the EU. 
 

AGRINFO keeps you up-to-date on evolving EU policies, regulations and standards impacting agri-food trade. It provides clear summaries 
for trade partners in low- and middle-income countries about the “what, why and when” of recent and upcoming changes, and actions 

needed to adjust to new rules. 
 

>  Subscribe to AGRINFO Updates  < 

  
 

https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/renewal-of-glyphosate-approval/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/triflusulfuron-methyl-approval-not-renewed-by-eu/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/benthiavalicarb-approval-not-renewed-by-eu/
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-standards/DAC-List-of-ODA-Recipients-for-reporting-2022-23-flows.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/subscribe/

