
Part 2: 
How can food sectors prepare
for MOH maximum levels ?



Agenda:
1. Who am I?
2. What are the implications for trading partners of MOAH MLs? 

3. Routes of entry into foods – Toolbox

4. Practical mitigations strategies – What can we do?

5. Ways to find a good reliable lab: complexity of analytics

6. Questions / Discussion



01. Who am I? 
May I introduce myself ?



01. Short introduction:

Claus-Michael Brieber
Quality Senior Expert Food
Over 30 years experience in food-industry – worldwide

Independent consultant – freelancer
„Food QSafety First“
https://foodqsafetyfirst.jimdosite.com/



02.
What are the implications for 
trading partners of EU MOAH 
MLs?



02. Impact on trading partners?

➢Operators must be ready by January 2027 to comply 
with new maximum-levels. This will require action by 
trading partners to ensure no negative impacts on 
trade.

➢ Mineral oil hydrocarbons must be mitigated at 
source; they cannot be significantly removed at later 
steps in the process.
One exception: Refining vegetable oils can partially 
remove MOH.*

➢ Multiple paths of MOH  migration into food and 
different solutions for each.

*Bieber (2024)



02. Impact on trading partners? 

❑ Clearer rules with specific maximum levels for specific products

❑ For certain foods temporary higher enforcement limits / MLs will apply compared
with the former LOQ-limits of the SCoPAFF-statement

❑ Probable increase in controls of MOAH across the EU

❑ More consistent approach to enforcement of foods containing MOAH > ML

❑ Increased demands from European companies to suppliers of evidence of 
compliance with MOAH maximum levels

Some advantages of maximum levels in legislation and some challenges



03. Routes of entry into foods
Toolbox



03. Sources of contamination 
Toolbox*

Reference: [1.]

*Food Drink Europe (2018)

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/resource/preventing-transfer-of-undesired-mineral-oil-hydrocarbons-into-food/


03. Sources of contamination: Toolbox



03.

Recyled paper / 
cardbox:

MOSH/MOAH is
contained via
the printing inks
(pure MOH!)

Sources of contamination
Toolbox: Migration – mainly packagings



03. Sources of contamination
Toolbox: Migration – mainly packagings



03.

But also „bulk / hump“storage on bitumen & asphalt floors:
use concrete floors or cover with tarpaulins.

Sources of contamination
Toolbox: Migration – mainly packagings



03. Sources of contamination 
Toolbox: Contamination



03. Sources of contamination 
Toolbox: Contamination



03. Sources of contamination 
Toolbox: Contamination



03. Sources of contamination 
Toolbox: Contamination



03. Sources of contamination
Toolbox: Additives – Processing aids



03. Sources of contamination
Toolbox: Additives – Processing aids
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