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WHAT IS CATCH?
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WHAT IS CATCH?

DEFINITION
Integrated computerised

information management system 
for the Catch Certification 

Scheme (*)

* Art 12a of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008
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WHERE IS CATCH AVAILABLE?



CATCH
TRACES NT



CATCH
TRACES NT



CATCH
TRACES NT

Developed according to 
the IUU Regulation 

Module managed by DG MARE

With its own business rules



Third country authorities shall maintain 
and keep up to date in TRACES NT, lists 

of food business establishments 
approved in accordance with EU food 

safety rules. 

Freezer Vessels Reefer VesselsFactory Vessels

CATCH
TRACES NT

Processing Plants



9

CATCH 
Summary ID 

CATCH digitalizes the paper-based 
certification scheme.

EU’s first IT tool to streamline the 
checks and verifications under 
the catch certification scheme 
for fishery products entering the 
EU market.

“The benefits of CATCH are manifold and 
undeniable; it will make possible to detect 
fraudulent catch certificates, support risk 
management in controls and harmonise the control 
procedures” (by Virginijus Sinkevičius, Cssr for 
Environment, Oceans and Fisheries).

“With CATCH, we are making it simpler to 
take care of our ocean and our consumers” 
(by Karmenu Vella, Cssr for Environment, 
Oceans and Fisheries).

Photo by Arthur Goldstein on Unsplash
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IS THE CATCH COMPULSORY?USE OF



CATCH
Mandatory use

The use of CATCH is compulsory for EU operators and 
Member State competent authorities for imports of fishery 

products as of 

10 January 2026

[Also for re-exports and, where relevant, exports from the EU]
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Receives catch certificates and 
related documents in paper → 

Needs to introduce data 
included on paper documents in 

CATCH. Then launches 
“Importer declaration” and 

submits all to the Import control 
authority.

# 1 Importer

Manual checks (between paper 
documents and the declared 
data in CATCH) and all other 

necessary checks and 
verifications.

Takes decision on importation.

# 2 Import control 
authority
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# Processing 
plant

# Master of 
fishing 

vessel / FLH *
# Validating 

authority

# Master of 
receiving 

vessel # Port authority

# Endorsing 
authority

# Exporter

Catch 
certificate

Processing 
statement

Receives catch certificates and 
related documents in paper → 

Needs to introduce data 
included on paper documents in 

CATCH. 

# 1 Importer

* FLH - Fishing licence holder/Duly mandated representative

Only actor filling in CATCH all data on 
behalf of all other actors involved 



# Importer

PAPER DOCUMENTS DIGITAL DOCUMENTS

IMPORTER’S WORKFLOW



DIRECT USE  

DIRECT USE 

DIRECT USE BY 
NON-EU 

COUNTRIES 

DIRECT USE BY 
NON-EU 

COUNTRIES 
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# Processing 
plant

# Master of 
fishing 

vessel / FLH *
# Validating 

authority

# Master of 
receiving 

vessel # Port authority

# Endorsing 
authority

# Exporter

Catch 
certificate

Processing 
statement

Receives catch certificates and 
related documents in paper → 

Needs to introduce data 
included on paper documents in 

CATCH. 

# 1 Importer

In the direct use of CATCH by Non-EU 
countries, instead of this: 
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#2 Master of 
fishing 

vessel/ FLH
#4 Validating 

authority

# Master of 
receiving 

vessel

# Port 
authority

#1 Exporter #3 Exporter #5 Exporter
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#1 Processing 
plant

#2 Endorsing 
authority

Processing 
statement
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Do the necessary checks 
and verifications.
Takes decision on 

importation.

# Import control authority
Receives CCs (and PSs) in 

CATCH. Launches the “Importer 
declaration” and submits all to 

the Import control authority.

# Importer

CC (catch certificate)
PS (processing statement)



DIGITAL DOCUMENTS DIGITAL DOCUMENTS

DIRECT USE BY NON-EU COUNTRIES 

# Importer
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CATCH 

Non-EU countries’ operators and 
authorities may also use CATCH 

directly, on a voluntary basis, to create 
and validate catch certificates and 

related documents. 
It is free of charge, benefiting from years 

of investment by the Commission.

Photo by Alexandre Lallemand on Unsplash

Direct use by non-EU countries 
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CATCH 

FREE TOOL

Speeds up 
administrative 

procedures and 
facilitates the 

submission of data by 
operators

More reliable control on 
exports 

Digital documentary 
flows

Speeds up the import 
procedure

Direct use by non-EU countries 
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CATCH 

European Commission: 

 Promotes the direct 
use of CATCH by 
Non-EU countries

 Allows 
interoperability with 
other IT systems

Direct use by non-EU countries 



TRACES NT 
Log in 

Photo by Alex Knight on Unsplash

Before using CATCH, 
make sure that you 

have:
 an active EU Login 

account; 
 access to TRACES 

NT;



TRACES NT 
Log in 

Photo by Alex Knight on Unsplash

Before using CATCH, 
make sure that you 

have:
 the correct role and a 

link to the correct 
authority or 
organisation in 
TRACES NT



CATCH roles 
(for exportation)

OperatorAuthority
Role: Central 

Competent Authority

Domain: Fishing

Validating 
authority CC 

(catch validation) 

Exporter Master of vessel

Activity

Chapter & Section: Fishing

Fishing licence 
holder/Duly 

mandated 
representative



Authority

CATCH roles 
(for exportation of processed 

fishery products)

Operator

Activity

Section: Fishing (FFP)

Endorsing 
authority PS 
(catch endorsement)

Processing Plant

Role: Central Competent 
Authority

Domain: Fishing

Chapter: FOOD



EXPORTATION

CATCH CERTIFICATE 
(CC) EXPORTATION

WORKFLOW
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Creates new CC in 
CATCH and submits it to 

the master of vessel (1)

#1 Exporter

(1) or fishing licence 
holder/duly mandated 

representative

Signs box 5 of the CC *

#2 Master of fishing 
vessel (1)

* example without 
transhipments

Submits CC to the 
validating authority, for 

validation

#3 Exporter

Validates CC for 
exportation

#4 Validating 
authority

Fills in the transport 
details and signs it

#5 Exporter
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Creates new CC in CATCH and 
submits it to the master of 

vessel (1)

#1 Exporter

(1) or fishing licence holder/duly 
mandated representative



#1 Exporter

For the CC, the 
commodity codes 

follow the 
Harmonized System 

(HS) developed by 
the World Customs 

Organization.



#1 Exporter



#1 Exporter



#1 Exporter

Step:
Submit to the master(s) of fishing vessel 
or fishing licence holder(s)/duly 
mandated representative(s)
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Signs box 5 of the CC *

# 2 Master of fishing vessel 
(1)

* example without 
transhipments
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Submits CC to the validating 
authority, for validation

#3 Exporter

Step:
Submit for validation



#3 Exporter





Validates CC for exportation

#4 Validating authority



#4 Validating
authority
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Fills in the transport details and 
signs it

#5 Exporter



DIRECT USE OF CATCH

PDF example of VALID 
CC
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#2 Master of 
fishing 

vessel/ FLH
#4 Validating 

authority

# Master of 
receiving 

vessel

# Port 
authority

#1 Exporter #3 Exporter #5 Exporter



EXPORTATION

PROCESSING 
STATEMENT (PS) EXPORTATION

WORKFLOW

Photo by Ignat Kushanrev on Unsplash



DIGITAL 
DOCUMENT

CC
-

SC

→ Submit for 
endorsementPS

CC– catch certificate
SC – simplified catch certificate    PS – processing statement



Photo by Ignat Kushanrev on Unsplash
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Selects FFP* operator as 
“Next operator” in CC

# CC Exporter

* Approved 
establishments 

(processing plant)

Creates new PS in CATCH 
and submits it to the 

endorsing authority, for 
endorsement

#1 FFP operator

Endorses PS for exportation

#2 Endorsing authority

EX
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Photo by Ignat Kushanrev on Unsplash



DIRECT USE OF CATCH

PDF example of VALID PS



End of
workshop
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