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DISCLAIMER

This activity is supported by the AGRINFO programme, implemented by COLEAD and funded by the European Union
(EU). This publication receives financial support from the European Union. The content of this publication is the sole
responsibility of COLEAD and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

This publication forms part of a collection of COLEAD resources consisting of online and offline tools and technical and
educational materials. These tools and methods are the result of more than 25 years of experience and have been
progressively developed through technical assistance programmes implemented by COLEAD. These actions have been
developed and refined through long-standing partnerships and international cooperation mechanisms, with the
sustained support of institutional, technical and financial partners committed to the sustainable development of food
systems.

The use of specific designations of countries or territories does not imply any judgment by COLEAD regarding the legal
status of such countries or territories, their authorities and institutions, or the delimitation of their frontiers or
boundaries.

The content of this publication is provided “as is”, and according to its availability at the date of publication. COLEAD
makes no warranty, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, completeness, reliability, relevance, or timeliness of the
information, and therefore cannot guarantee that it is free from errors, omissions, or inaccuracies.

COLEAD reserves the right to modify, update, or remove all or part of the content at any time and without notice. It does
not guarantee that the content will remain available, up to date, or suitable for any particular purposes.

COLEAD disclaims all liability for any damage of any kind resulting from the use of, or inability to use, the content of this
publication, including but not limited to direct, indirect, incidental, special, or consequential damages, as well as any loss
of profits, data, opportunity, reputation, or any other economic or commercial loss. Any use of the information contained
in this publication is therefore under the sole responsibility of the users, who fully assume its interpretation and use.
Users remain solely responsible for verifying the suitability of the information for their intended purpose, and for
ensuring compliance with the laws, regulations and standards applicable in their jurisdiction or target markets.

This publication may contain hyperlinks. Links to websites/platforms other than those of COLEAD are provided for
informational purposes only on topics that may be useful to COLEAD staff, its technical partners, its financial partners,
and the general public. COLEAD cannot and does not guarantee the authenticity of information available on the Internet.
Links to websites/platforms other than those of COLEAD do not imply any official endorsement or responsibility for the
opinions, ideas, data, or products presented on those sites, nor any guarantee regarding the validity of the information
provided.

Unless otherwise indicated, all material contained in this publication is the intellectual property of COLEAD and is
protected by copyright or other similar rights, without prejudice to the rights of use granted to the European Union
under the applicable funding agreement. Third-party content included in this publication is used with the authorisation
of the rights holders concerned or under an applicable legal exception, and is credited accordingly. Any rights holder
who considers that content in this publication infringes their rights may contact ; COLEAD will
examine the claim and, where justified, correct or remove the content concerned.

The mention of specific company names or products (whether or not indicated as registered) does not imply any
intention to infringe proprietary rights and should not be interpreted as an endorsement or recommendation by
COLEAD.

This publication is publicly available and may be freely used provided that the source is acknowledged and that COLEAD
is referenced as the original source. However, it is strictly prohibited for any third party to publicly represent or imply
that COLEAD participates in, or has sponsored, approved, or endorsed the manner or purpose of the use or reproduction
of the information presented in this publication without prior written agreement from COLEAD. The use of the content
of this publication by a third party does not imply any affiliation and/or partnership with COLEAD.

Similarly, the use of a COLEAD trademark, official mark, official emblem, or logo, or any of its other promotional or
advertising means, is strictly prohibited without prior written consent from COLEAD. The use of the emblem of the
European Union by third parties is subject to the conditions established by the European Commission and may under
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AGRINFO prepares regular briefings on the latest developments in European Union (EU) trade negotiations
and trade policy that concern low- and middle-income countries, and on other developments in the policy-
making arena that may have an impact on trade of agri-food products. These briefings are designed to
highlight topics of current interest, in particular for policy-makers and public authorities. Links are given to
resources where more detailed information can be found, including the official EU website on trade
negotiations and agreements.
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KEY POINTS

Armenia: The EU has approved temporary trade liberalisation measures for Armenian products in
response to recent Russian trade restrictions.

Cote d’lvoire: The European Commission has launched negotiations for a bilateral Sustainable
Investment Facilitation Agreement (SIFA) between the EU and Cote d’lvoire. Building on the joint
Sustainable Cocoa Initiative, discussions under the SIFA will also aim to strengthen cooperation on
sustainable investment, traceability, and resilient cocoa value chains.

India: The European Commission has submitted proposals, including details of tariff reductions and
tariff rate quotas, to EU Member States for formal approval of the EU-India Free Trade Agreement
(FTA).

Philippines: The EU and the Philippines have now reached substantial agreement in their negotiations
for an FTA.

Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) procedures: The European Commission has adopted two
Regulations setting out procedures for countries to apply for GSP+ status, and procedures for
withdrawing preferences and establishing safeguards under the new GSP Regulation

GSP review: A Commission report on trade under the GSP shows that in 2024, 88.8% of trade was
carried out making use of preferential tariffs. The rate was higher for less developed countries
benefiting from zero tariffs under the Everything But Arms (EBA) Agreement, at 94.5%. For countries
with GSP+ status, the rate was 87.3%.

EU forced labour product ban: The European Commission has published new Guidelines to help
stakeholders implement the Forced Labour Regulation , Which will apply from 14 December
2027.

Public procurement: The Commission has adopted a proposal to modernise and simplify the EU’s
public procurement framework, including rules on participation in public procurement by non-EU
stakeholders.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/1395/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R3015&qid=1735891286996
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EU TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

Armenia

The European Parliament and Council of the EU have approved temporary trade-liberalisation measures for
Armenian products in response to recent Russian trade restrictions on Armenian exports. The new
arrangement will liberalise approximately 80% of Armenian exports to the EU. The measures will apply for
2 years

Specifically, the EU will lift ad valorem tariffs on a wide range of animal products, fruit, vegetables, cereals,
oilseeds and processed products. In addition, ad valorem duties will be lifted for a limited volume (quota) of
cucumbers, grapes, pears, apricots, cherries, peaches, plums and strawberries. To benefit from this improved
market access, Armenia must comply with the applicable rules of origin, engage in administrative cooperation
with the EU, not introduce new trade restrictions on EU imports and respect the essential elements of the

, including democratic principles, the rule of law and
human rights. The new arrangement includes safeguard provisions, which would allow the EU to take action
where increased imports cause, or risk causing, adverse effects on EU producers

The new measures will enter into force on the day after publication of the Regulation (expected in October
2026).

1. Council of the EU (2026) Council backs temporary trade measures to support Armenia. Press release,
2 September.

2. European Commission (2026)

Cote d’lvoire

On 17 July 2026, the European Commission launched negotiations for a bilateral Sustainable Investment
Facilitation Agreement (SIFA) between the EU and Cote d’lvoire. Building on the joint

, discussions under the SIFA will also aim to strengthen cooperation on sustainable investment,
traceability, and resilient cocoa value chains

During an exchange on the SIFA between the European Commission and the European Parliament’s
Committee on International Trade (INTA) on 2 September 2026, Members of the European Parliament broadly
backed the negotiations but warned that overly strict traceability rules could push Ivorian cocoa exports
toward China, the United States, or Canada [4]. Others indicated that any investment must translate into local
value creation, not just extraction, and should reinforce the existing Sustainable Cocoa Initiative rather than
duplicate it. It was also emphasised that the deal must not become a tool for the EU to simply secure more
cocoa. The Parliamentarians pressed the Commission to publish a firm negotiating calendar covering the
sectors involved and the deal’s likely impact on small businesses and farmers

3. European Commission (2026)
. News, 17 July.

4. European Parliament (2026) , 2 September.


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/09/02/council-backs-temporary-trade-measures-to-support-armenia/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-and-armenia-comprehensive-and-enhanced-partnership-agreement-enters-force_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11475-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/09/02/council-backs-temporary-trade-measures-to-support-armenia/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11475-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11475-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/programming/programmes/sustainable-cocoa-initiative_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/programming/programmes/sustainable-cocoa-initiative_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-cote-divoire-work-sustainable-investment-facilitation-agreement-2026-07-17_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/20260902-0900-COMMITTEE-INTA
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-cote-divoire-work-sustainable-investment-facilitation-agreement-2026-07-17_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-cote-divoire-work-sustainable-investment-facilitation-agreement-2026-07-17_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/20260902-0900-COMMITTEE-INTA
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The European Commission submitted proposals to the Council of the European Union on 11 September 2026

India

for the signature and conclusion of the EU-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The EU and India already trade
more than €180 billion in goods and services annually [5], and India exports around €4.5 billion of agri-food

goods [6].

The EU will reduce tariff lines for many agricultural products either immediately when the agreement enters
into force, or gradually over a period of 4-8 years. For some more sensitive products for which full
liberalisation could not be negotiated, new tariff rate quotas are established (see Table 1).

Table 1: Tariff rate quotas for agri-food products

Products (CN chapters 1-22) Quantity (metric tonnes) In-quota duty
Swine meat 1,000 0

Sheep meat 3,500 50% base rate
Goat meat 500 50%

Turkey meat 500 50%

Ghee 1,000 50%
Sweetcorn 1,800 No ad valorem duty
Cucumbers/gherkins 25,000 0

(CN code 0711 40 40)

Cucumbers/gherkins 35,000 0
(CN code 2011 10 00)

Dried onions 15,000-25,000* 9.30-7.68% t

Table grapes 85,000 0

Maize starch 600 €159.96 per 1,000 kg to
€99.60 per 1,000 kg *

Other starches 500 60%

High sugar-content processed 200 0

products

Molasses rum 4,000 hectolitres 0

* Quantity rises gradually over an 11-year period.
T In-quota tariff is reduced gradually over an 11-year period.
¥ Imported between 1 January and 20 July, and between 1 and 31 December.

Source: European Commission, Schedules of Tariff Commitments.



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1842
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/76402ae3-dd27-4dea-a84d-1999b8bac403_en?filename=agrifood-india_en.pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/8d8b5028-64d0-4ff3-af74-b87990dd3afa/details?
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The EU excludes some sensitive agricultural products from tariff reductions, including beef, chicken, rice,
sugar, milk powder, honey, bananas, soft wheat, garlic, and ethanol. These products are marked “X” in the
tariff schedules | 7],

As a result of this agreement, India will be removed from the EU’s standard Generalised Scheme of
Preferences (GSP) once the FTA comes into effect. For products where the GSP tariff is lower than the tariff
negotiated under the new agreement, the former tariff will continue for a period of 3, 5, or 7 years after the
agreement enters into force. This is the case for many types of Indian fruits and vegetables.

The FTA will require approval from the European Parliament and the Council of the EU (Member States) to be
formally concluded and to enter into force, while India will proceed with its own ratification process

5. European Commission (2026)
. Press release, 11 September.

6. European Commission (2026)

7. European Commission (2026) , Annex 2-A.
8. European Commission (2026) , Appendix 2-A-1.
Philippines

On 22 September 2026, the EU and the Philippines reached “substantial agreement” in their negotiations of
a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) intended to deepen economic ties. The two sides agreed to liberalise over 94%
of tariff lines, covering more than 97% of goods on both sides. Bilateral trade in goods amounted to
€17.6 billion in 2025, while trade in services reached €10.3 billion in 2024 [S]. The Philippines’ agri-food
exports to the EU were valued in 2025 at €1.4 billion . The detailed final concessions have not yet been

made public.

The Philippines currently benefits from preferential market access to the EU under the Generalised Scheme
of Preferences Plus (GSP+) . Once concluded and implemented, the FTA will replace the GSP+ as the

framework governing EU—Philippines trade preferences

9. European Commission (2026) . Press release,
22 September.

10. European Commission (2026)

11. European Commission (2026)

12. European Commission (2026)


https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/8d8b5028-64d0-4ff3-af74-b87990dd3afa/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/3831571b-6b61-4c42-a6e2-1b0a4832d651/details
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1842
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1842
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1842
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/76402ae3-dd27-4dea-a84d-1999b8bac403_en?filename=agrifood-india_en.pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/8d8b5028-64d0-4ff3-af74-b87990dd3afa/details?
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/3831571b-6b61-4c42-a6e2-1b0a4832d651/details?
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1929
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ce856bea-9d59-4d79-8e5b-9c830edd60ba_en?filename=agrifood-philippines_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=JOIN(2026)16&lang=en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/development-and-sustainability/generalised-scheme-preferences/questions-answers-new-eu-generalised-scheme-preferences_en?utm_source
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1929
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ce856bea-9d59-4d79-8e5b-9c830edd60ba_en?filename=agrifood-philippines_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=JOIN(2026)16&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=JOIN(2026)16&lang=en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/development-and-sustainability/generalised-scheme-preferences/questions-answers-new-eu-generalised-scheme-preferences_en?utm_source
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/development-and-sustainability/generalised-scheme-preferences/questions-answers-new-eu-generalised-scheme-preferences_en?utm_source
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Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) procedures

On 10 September 2026, the European Commission adopted two Regulations, still to be published, setting out
procedures under the new GSP Regulation which was adopted on 17 June 2026

7

The first new Regulation establishes the procedure for countries to apply for GSP+ status, including the
documentation that countries need to provide for the Commission to consider the request. This includes full
details on the country’s ratification of the extended list of conventions now included in the GSP Regulation
(Annex VI). The Commission must examine and decide on any GSP + request within 6 months.

The second Regulation sets out a procedure that allows EU to temporarily withdraw GSP or GSP+ status and
adopt general safeguard measures. Preferential trade arrangements can be withdrawn if the EU considers
that a country has demonstrated serious or systematic shortcomings in its obligation to readmit nationals
who have been denied the right to remain in the EU. This Regulation sets out the procedure for partner
countries and third parties to submit relevant information. Any country whose preferences have been
withdrawn may request to be reinstated if the reason for the withdrawal is no longer justified. The same
Regulation also sets out investigation procedures for EU producers that consider imports are causing, or may
cause, disturbance to the EU market. Complainants must submit information on the volumes and prices of
imports, and the conditions for producers that have led to the complaint. Exporters’ associations will be kept
informed of any safeguarding investigation, and will have the opportunity to provide information to the
European Commission. The Commission can also carry out verification visits to exporting countries. Any
interested party can request the reinstatement of tariff preferences if there is evidence that the conditions
that led to the removal of preferences no longer apply.

These two Regulations are expected to be published in late 2026, ahead of the new GSP that takes effect on
1January 2027.

13. European Commission (2026) Commission Delegated Regulation establishing rules related to
the procedure for granting the special incentive arrangement for sustainable development and good
governance (GSP+).

14. European Commission (2026) Commission Delegated Regulation establishing rules related to
the procedure for the temporary withdrawal of preferential arrangements and the adoption of
general safeguard measures.

GSP review

In areport on trade under the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP), published in July 2026, the European
Commission analysed how countries that have benefited from the GSP used those preferences in the period
2023-2025 . The report notes that many of the countries that have the opportunity to trade using
reduced tariffs do not always do so. Overall in 2024, 88.8% of trade from countries benefiting from the GSP
was completed using reduced tariffs. The rate for least developed countries (LDCs) benefiting from zero duty
under the Everything But Arms (EBA) Agreement was higher, at 94.5%; for countries with GSP+ status it was
87.3%. The Commission identifies several reasons for non-utilisation, including insufficient awareness of the
system, administrative shortcomings, and the coexistence of alternative trade arrangements. The report
concludes that the EU and its Delegations must strengthen communication and dialogue on the GSP, including
increasing the visibility, awareness, and uptake of EBA, particularly in Africa.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/1395/oj/eng
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=C(2026)6211&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=C(2026)6214&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=C(2026)6211&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=C(2026)6214&lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52026JC0016
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The report also highlights that GSP status is not permanent for all beneficiaries. Countries can graduate from
the scheme as their economy develops, or when they enter into an EU Free Trade Agreement. For LDC
exporters, graduation from LDC status can also result in a transition from EBA duty-free access to the standard
GSP, unless the country qualifies for GSP+. The Commission expects that the number of countries benefiting
from the GSP will continue to decline.

Exporters are advised to carefully track changes to their country’s GSP status and assess how any change
could affect the tariffs and competitiveness of their products in the EU market.

15. European Commission (2026)

EU forced labour product ban

In September 2026, the European Commission published new on the application of Regulation

(the Forced Labour Regulation), which will apply from 14 December 2027. This Regulation
prohibits operators from placing products made using forced labour on the EU market, and the export of such
products from the EU. The Guidelines are not legally binding (only the Regulation itself is legally binding) and
are intended to help stakeholders comply with the new rules. For further information, see

Public procurement

On 9 September 2026, the European Commission proposed to simplify the EU’s public procurement
framework to support effective investments in public services and infrastructure in line with the EU’s policy
objectives. This proposal replaces three existing procurement Directives with a single Regulation

The proposal makes the best price—quality ratio (BPQR) the standard method for awarding contracts. This
means that quality criteria represent at least 30% of the criteria taken into account (rising to 50% for labour-
intensive contracts). The aim is to ensure that choices are consistent with EU’s environmental and innovation
policy objectives, including promoting eco-labels, life-cycle costing, and performance standards. The
proposed Regulation allows public buyers to apply “European preference requirements” that the Commission
considers to be fully aligned with the World Trade Organization Agreement on Government Procurement
(GPA). This would allow contracting authorities to restrict participation in public tenders to economic
operators from the EU and those trading partners with whom the EU has established procurement
arrangements under the GPA or an FTA.

The proposal also clarifies which suppliers must be permitted to tender in public procurement due to the EU’s
commitments under FTAs or the GPA. The Commission proposes to use its web portal to help
businesses determine which operators are eligible. The Commission will also be able to exclude operators in
non-EU countries from public procurement if it has been demonstrated that those countries have failed to
allow EU operators to participate in their own public procurement. Restrictions will also be possible where
the EU needs to avoid supply dependency for reasons of security including economic security

The proposed Regulation will be negotiated by the European Parliament and the Council of the EU before its
adoption and entry into force.

16. European Commission (2026)
. Press release, 9 September.

17. European Commission (2026) for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on public contracts and concessions.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52026JC0016
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52026JC0016
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C_202604637
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R3015&qid=1735891286996
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/guidelines-on-the-eu-forced-labour-regulation/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/guidelines-on-the-eu-forced-labour-regulation/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1817
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/home
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1767026243246&uri=COM%3A2026%3A590%3AFIN&utm_source
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1817
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1817
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1767026243246&uri=COM%3A2026%3A590%3AFIN&utm_source
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