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DISCLAIMER 

This publica�on has been developed by the AGRINFO programme, implemented by COLEAD and funded by the European 
Union. This publica�on has been produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole 
responsibility of COLEAD and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflec�ng the posi�on of the European Union. 

This publica�on is part of a collec�on of COLEAD resources, which consists of online and offline educa�onal and technical tools 
and materials. All of these tools and methods are the result of more than 20 years of experience and have been developed 
progressively through COLEAD's technical assistance programmes, notably in the framework of development coopera�on 
between the OACPS and the EU.  

The use of par�cular designa�ons of countries or territories does not imply any judgement on the part of COLEAD concerning 
the legal status of these countries or territories, their authori�es and ins�tu�ons or the delimita�on of their fron�ers.  

The content of this publica�on is provided in a "currently available" form. COLEAD makes no warranty, direct or implied, as to 
the accuracy, completeness, reliability or suitability of the informa�on at a later date. COLEAD reserves the right to change the 
content of this publica�on at any �me without no�ce. The content may contain errors, omissions or inaccuracies, and COLEAD 
cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the content.  

COLEAD cannot guarantee that the content of this publica�on will always be current or suitable for any par�cular purpose. Any 
use of the content is at the user's own risk and the user is solely responsible for the interpreta�on and use of the informa�on 
provided.  

COLEAD accepts no liability for any loss or damage of any kind arising from the use of, or inability to use, the content of this 
publica�on, including but not limited to direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequen�al damages, loss of profits, loss of 
data, loss of opportunity, loss of reputa�on, or any other economic or commercial loss.  

This publica�on may contain hyperlinks. Links to non-COLEAD sites/pla�orms are provided solely for the informa�on of 
COLEAD staff, its partner-beneficiaries, its funders and the general public. COLEAD cannot and does not guarantee the 
authen�city of informa�on on the Internet. Links to non-COLEAD sites/pla�orms do not imply any official endorsement of, or 
responsibility for, the opinions, ideas, data or products presented on those sites, or any guarantee as to the validity of the 
informa�on provided.  

Unless otherwise stated, all material contained in this publica�on is the intellectual property of COLEAD and is protected by 
copyright or similar rights. As this content is compiled solely for educa�onal and/or technical purposes, the publica�on may 
contain copyrighted material, the further use of which is not always specifically authorised by the copyright owner.   

Men�on of specific company or product names (whether or not indicated as registered) does not imply any inten�on to infringe 
proprietary rights and should not be construed as an endorsement or recommenda�on by COLEAD.  

This publica�on is publicly available and may be freely used provided that the source is credited and/or the publica�on remains 
hosted on one of COLEAD's pla�orms. However, it is strictly forbidden for any third party to state or imply publicly that COLEAD 
is par�cipa�ng in, or has sponsored, approved or endorsed the manner or purpose of the use or reproduc�on of the 
informa�on presented in this publica�on, without prior writen consent from COLEAD. The use of the contents of this 
publica�on by any third party does not imply any affilia�on and/or partnership with COLEAD.   

Similarly, the use of any COLEAD trademark, official mark, official emblem or logo, or any other means of promo�on or 
adver�sing, is strictly prohibited without the prior writen consent of COLEAD. For more informa�on, please contact COLEAD 
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AGRINFO prepares quarterly briefings on the latest developments in EU trade policy and trade nego�a�ons 
that concern low- and middle-income countries. These are designed to highlight the topics of current interest, 
in par�cular for policymakers and public authori�es. Links are given to resources where more detailed 
informa�on can be found, including the official EU website on trade Nego�a�ons and agreements. 

  

KEY POINTS 
EU negotiations with low- and middle-income countries 

India: Nego�a�ons on a Free Trade Agreement between the EU and India have generally been difficult, 
with ongoing disagreement on many issues. At the eighth round of talks in June some progress was 
made on intellectual property rights, rules of origin, and dispute setlement. 

Indonesia: “Frui�ul discussions” have been reported at talks held in July on the EU Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Work has advanced in par�cular on rules of origin, and trade 
and sustainable development. However, further nego�a�ons are needed on export/import 
restric�ons and investment. 

Kenya: The EU and Kenya Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) entered into force on 1 July 2024. 
The EPA will remove import tariffs on all goods exported from Kenya to the EU (including agricultural 
products). Kenya will remove import tariffs on the majority of goods over the coming 15–25 years, but 
certain agricultural products will be excluded. 

Thailand: Following “construc�ve discussions” in June, the EU and Thailand will con�nue talks in 
November. Discussions on market access for goods are s�ll at a preliminary stage. It was agreed to 
include a comprehensive chapter on food safety (sanitary and phytosanitary, SPS), with discussions 
focusing on trade facilita�on and approvals. 

Türkiye: The EU and Türkiye have held their first High Level Dialogue on Trade to resolve some 
outstanding trade barriers experienced by both sides in the func�oning of the Customs Union. 

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
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KEY POINTS 

Trade policy 

European Commission sets out trade priori�es for 2024–2029: The Commission President has set out 
the EU’s vision and priori�es, including its ambi�ons in rela�on to trade. Major priori�es are reforming 
and strengthening the World Trade Organiza�on; ensuring the enforcement of trade agreements; and 
deepening engagement with the Indo-Pacific region, Africa, and La�n America and the Caribbean.  

Strategic Dialogue on the Future of EU Agriculture: A consensus paper by major stakeholders in the 
agri-food sector sets out recommenda�ons on trade to the European Commission. These include 
ensuring that imports meet EU food standards, and that non-EU and EU farmers are compe�ng on a 
level playing field by mee�ng comparable sustainability standards. A cross-EU system of measuring 
and benchmarking sustainability performance is proposed. Greater assistance is proposed to help 
operators in non-EU countries meet EU standards. 

EU reintroduces quotas for Ukrainian eggs, oats, groats, honey, and sugar: These products have 
benefited from zero duty and zero quota since 2022, but increases in imports of these products has 
led the EU to re-establish full most favoured na�on (MFN) tariffs. EU quotas have been established for 
the first 5 months of 2025. 

Evalua�on of EU–CARIFORUM Economic Partnership Agreement: The EU has reviewed its 2008 EPA 
with Caribbean countries, and reports a doubling of trade between 2008 and 2022. Agricultural, 
fishery, and food exports have increased by 60%, although the share of agri-food products in overall 
trade has decreased. 
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EU NEGOTIATIONS WITH LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES 

India 
Progress is reported to have been difficult in the eighth round of nego�a�ons on a Free Trade Agreement 
between EU and India held in June. While some progress was made on intellectual property rights, rules of 
origin and dispute setlement, “both sides’ respec�ve posi�ons s�ll diverge on the vast majority of key 
outstanding issues” (European Commission 2024a).The ninth round of nego�a�ons started in Delhi on 
September 23. 

Indonesia 
The 19th round of nego�a�ons on an Indonesia–EU Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), 
held in July 2024, has yielded “frui�ul discussions” according to the European Commission (2024b). In 
par�cular, advances have been made on market access for goods, rules of origin (with good progress reported 
on agriculture), and trade and sustainable development. However, certain issues such as export/import 
restric�ons and investment condi�ons require further nego�a�ons. Within the chapter on trade and 
sustainable development, discussions will con�nue regarding the right of each side to regulate climate change 
and sustainable management of marine resources. 

Indonesian officials expressed op�mism about finalising the Agreement, which they consider to be 90% 
complete. The government hopes to conclude key talks before the new government led by President-elect 
Prabowo Subianto comes into office in October (Antara 2024). 

Kenya 
The new EU-Kenya Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) entered into force on 1 July 2024. Senior officials 
from the EU and the Kenyan government met in early September to discuss implementa�on of the EPA, in 
par�cular the commitments to trade and sustainable development (European Commission 2024c). Under this 
Agreement, Kenya can export all goods to the EU free of import tariffs. For most goods exported from the EU 
to Kenya (83% of current imports in value terms), import tariffs will be phased out gradually over the coming 
15–25 years, except for a list of agricultural products including specific meat, fish, dairy products, fruit, 
vegetables, spices, rice, flours, and oils for which there will be no reduc�on in tariffs (Annex IId, Part 5). 

The EPA supports Kenya’s diversifica�on of agricultural exports and the development of value-added 
agricultural products. It foresees the establishment of a Kenya–EU Agriculture Dialogue aimed at raising farm 
incomes and improving food security, sustainable use of resources, and rural development/economic growth 
(Art. 60). 

Thailand 
The EU–Thailand nego�a�ons on the establishment of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will con�nue in 
November. The European Commission (2024d) reported “construc�ve discussions” on a range of issues during 
the third round of nego�a�ons in June. Discussions on market access are s�ll at an early stage. Views are 
being exchanged on the tariff data that will underpin nego�a�ons. It was agreed to include in the FTA a 
comprehensive sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) chapter in rela�on to agri-food products, with discussions 
focusing on trade facilita�on and approval procedures. Some progress was reported in rela�on to objec�ves, 
defini�ons, transparency, and ins�tu�onal arrangements. 

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/india-eu-9th-round-fta-talks-2024-09-19_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/42241256-9f9a-497e-91f9-b871a240c5fb/details
https://en.antaranews.com/news/324771/indonesia-eu-cepa-negotiations-90-complete-minister
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401648
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-between-eu-and-kenya-implementation-epa-2024-09-06_en
https://www.eabc-thailand.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-TH-FTA-R3-Report-final.pdf
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The FTA will include a chapter on trade and sustainable development. Work is progressing on ar�cles related 
to labour, climate change, biological diversity, forestry, and marine biological resources. More difficult areas 
of nego�a�on are gender equality and the implementa�on of mul�lateral environmental conven�ons. 
Construc�ve discussions were reported on the overall objec�ves, scope, and general principles of a chapter 
on sustainable food systems, as well as coopera�on on an�microbial resistance. 

The Thailand Department of Trade Nego�a�ons echoed the Commission’s posi�ve evalua�on of the progress 
made at these talks (The Na�on 2024). 

Türkiye 
The EU and Türkiye held their first High Level Dialogue on Trade in July 2024. The new ini�a�ve aims to discuss 
several areas of coopera�on to support the EU’s Customs Union with Türkiye. Türkiye has already resolved a 
number of trade barriers iden�fied by the EU; the mee�ng addressed outstanding barriers and other issues 
related to the Customs Union including the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), digital trade, and 
quotas rela�ng to road transport (European Commission 2024e). 

See the EU webpage Nego�a�ons and agreements: scroll down to download Overviews and a Map 
summarising the state of play of EU trade agreements. 

  

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40039125
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_24_3684
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
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EU TRADE POLICY 

Trade and the strategic dialogue on the future of EU agriculture 
In the face of increasing farmer protests, in January 2024 the European Commission launched the Strategic 
Dialogue on the Future of EU Agriculture, bringing together major stakeholders in the agri-food sector. These 
experts were tasked with providing a set of recommenda�ons which will help the European Commission set 
its new Vision for Agriculture and Food. 

In spite of the divergent interests represented in the consulta�on, the experts reached a consensus set out in 
a final report (European Commission 2024f). Its key recommenda�ons in rela�on to agri-food trade are as 
follows. 

• The EU should lead work towards a global trade policy framework for sustainable agri-food systems 
(common objec�ves, trade principles, standards, and metrics based on science). 

• The EU must strike a balance between the need for higher sustainability standards and their global 
recogni�on, and retaining Europe’s posi�on as a compe��ve exporter and atrac�ve des�na�on for 
suppliers to export to. Impacts of trade on local small producers, the environment, and health must 
be part of the debate. 

• Stronger alignment of imports with EU food and farming standards, taking into account sociocultural, 
economic, geographic, clima�c, and regulatory contexts of trading partners. 

• Greater coherence between trade and sustainability policies, ensuring a level playing field between 
the EU and non-EU producers. This should make use of scien�fic benchmarks for on-farm 
sustainability assessment evaluated according to harmonised methods that measure each 
sector/farm to compare sustainability objec�ves (e.g. biodiversity conserva�on, greenhouse gas 
emissions, animal welfare, water quality). This could be extended later to the whole agri-food system. 

• Import requirements that are consistent with World Trade Organiza�on (WTO) rules, using exis�ng 
concepts recognised by the WTO (equivalence of non-EU countries’ systems), or developing new 
approaches. 

• Assistance to non-EU operators through robust technical assistance and capacity building 
programmes to help adapt prac�ces to meet EU standards. 

• Explore different types of trade agreements with non-EU countries that beter reflect the strategic 
relevance of agricultural and food products. 

• Improve impact assessments made prior to trade nego�a�ons to understand impacts on farmers and 
consumers in the EU and in non-EU countries. 

• More robust enforcement mechanisms in the sustainability chapters of trade nego�a�ons to ensure 
trading partners are mee�ng requirements. 

• Reform of the WTO: a fairer dispute setlement system, “upgrading of produc�on standards”, 
enforcement of intellectual property rights protec�on. 

These ideas are recommenda�ons for considera�on by the Commission, which aims to deliver its new Vision 
within the first 100 days of its mandate. 

  

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/agriculture-and-green-deal/strategic-dialogue-future-eu-agriculture_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/agriculture-and-green-deal/strategic-dialogue-future-eu-agriculture_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4528
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Trade priori�es of new European Commission 
The European Commission’s current 5-year mandate ends in autumn 2024. Ursula von der Leyen, elected 
President of the Commission for a second mandate, has published poli�cal guidelines se�ng out a vision and 
priori�es (von der Leyen 2024). On trade, these priori�es are: 

• reform and strengthening of the WTO 

• more ambi�ous enforcement of trade agreements 

• use of all trade defence instruments where needed 

• deepening engagement with the Indo-Pacific region, including a new Strategic EU–India Agenda, and 
strengthening coopera�on with the Associa�on of Southeast Asian Na�ons (ASEAN) 

• new impetus in partnership with Africa, including working together on reform of interna�onal 
ins�tu�ons and the impacts of climate change, demography, and migra�on 

• deepening coopera�on between the EU and La�n America and the Caribbean. 

EU reintroduces quotas for Ukrainian eggs, groats, oats, honey, and sugar 
In 2022, the EU granted Ukraine full trade liberalisa�on – zero du�es and zero quota limita�ons – on all goods 
for a temporary period in response to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine (Regula�on 2022/870). These trade 
preferences were extended in 2023 (Regula�on 2023/1077) and again un�l 5 June 2025 (Regula�on 
2024/1392). 

The trade liberalisa�on measures include a safeguard mechanism for eggs, poultry, sugar, oats, maize, groats, 
and honey. Due to increases in imports, over the past quarter the EU has reintroduced tariff quotas for eggs, 
sugar, groats, oats, and honey. This means that full most favoured na�on (MFN) tariffs (rather than 
preferen�al tariffs) now apply, and EU quotas have been set for the first 5 months of 2025 (see Ukrainian tariff 
rate quotas). 

EU publishes evalua�on of EU–CARIFORUM EPA 
In 2008, the EU signed an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with CARIFORUM (comprising An�gua and 
Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Hai�, Jamaica, St 
Kits and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago). 

A review of the EPA (European Commission 2024g) found that trade between EU and CARIFORUM States has 
more than doubled under the EPA, rising from €8.3 billion in 2008 to €17.7 billion in 2022. This is significantly 
higher than would have occurred without the EPA, which has established 100% trade liberalisa�on (zero duty 
and zero quotas on all products except arms). Exports of agricultural, fishery, and food products increased by 
60% during that period, up to €990 million in 2022. Agricultural trade as a share of overall trade (4.3% in 
2022) has dropped due to increases in exports of mineral fuels and oils. 

  

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/870
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32023R1077
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1392&qid=1718801381738
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/ukrainian-honey-tariff-rate-quota/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/ukrainian-honey-tariff-rate-quota/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/5e06236b-c314-4d9e-b98f-03322a916922/details
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The evalua�on concludes that the EPA is a “comprehensive and rela�vely modern agreement, responding 
mostly to current economic challenges”. Nevertheless, implementa�on of the EPA has been challenging for 
certain CARIFORUM States. The region’s operators remain generally uncompe��ve in global value chains. For 
smaller producers, the cost of complying with food and sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) standards is an area 
where trade facilita�on and technical support is par�cularly needed. Structural challenges such as transport 
infrastructure and slow progress in regional integra�on limit the atrac�veness of the region for foreign 
investment. The report acknowledges that the EPA cannot address all these challenges, but can help in 
providing a stable framework for trade, improving the regulatory environment and suppor�ng regional 
integra�on. 

With certain States s�ll struggling to implement the Agreement in its current form, there are not yet plans to 
extend the EPA. 

 

REFERENCES 
Antara (2024) Indonesia-EU CEPA nego�a�ons 90% complete: minister. Indonesian News Agency, 4 
September. 

European Commission: Nego�a�ons and agreements 

European Commission (2024a) India-EU 9th Round of FTA Talks. News, 19 September. 

European Commission (2024b) Report of the 19th round of nego�a�ons for a Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement between the European Union and Indonesia [download] 

European Commission (2024c) Joint Statement between the EU and Kenya on the implementa�on of the EPA, 
6 September. 

European Commission (2024d) Report of the 3rd round of nego�a�ons on a Free Trade Agreement between 
the European Union and Thailand. 

European Commission (2024e) Joint Statement by Execu�ve Vice-President Dombrovskis and Minister of 
Trade Bolat at the EU-Türkiye High-Level Dialogue on Trade, 8 July. 

European Commission (2024f) Strategic Dialogue on the Future of EU Agriculture delivers its final report to 
President von der Leyen. Press Release, 4 September. 

European Commission (2024g) Execu�ve summary of the evalua�on of the impact of the EU-CARIFORUM 
Economic Partnership Agreement. Commission Staff Working Document [download] 

von der Leyen, U. (2024) Europe’s choice: Poli�cal guidelines for the next European Commission 2024−2029. 

The Na�on (2024) Thai-EU FTA talks showing very good progress, says DTN. The Nation, 25 June. 

 

  

https://en.antaranews.com/news/324771/indonesia-eu-cepa-negotiations-90-complete-minister
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/india-eu-9th-round-fta-talks-2024-09-19_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/42241256-9f9a-497e-91f9-b871a240c5fb/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/42241256-9f9a-497e-91f9-b871a240c5fb/details
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-between-eu-and-kenya-implementation-epa-2024-09-06_en
https://www.eabc-thailand.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-TH-FTA-R3-Report-final.pdf
https://www.eabc-thailand.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EU-TH-FTA-R3-Report-final.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_24_3684
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_24_3684
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4528
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4528
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/5e06236b-c314-4d9e-b98f-03322a916922/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/5e06236b-c314-4d9e-b98f-03322a916922/details
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40039125


 
 
 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


	Contents
	KEY POINTS
	KEY POINTS
	EU NEGOTIATIONS WITH LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES
	India
	Indonesia
	Kenya
	Thailand
	Türkiye

	EU TRADE POLICY
	Trade and the strategic dialogue on the future of EU agriculture
	Trade priorities of new European Commission
	EU reintroduces quotas for Ukrainian eggs, groats, oats, honey, and sugar
	EU publishes evaluation of EU–CARIFORUM EPA

	REFERENCES

