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Union. This publica�on has been produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole 
responsibility of COLEAD and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflec�ng the posi�on of the European Union. 

This publica�on is part of a collec�on of COLEAD resources, which consists of online and offline educa�onal and technical tools 
and materials. All of these tools and methods are the result of more than 20 years of experience and have been developed 
progressively through COLEAD's technical assistance programmes, notably in the framework of development coopera�on 
between the OACPS and the EU.  

The use of par�cular designa�ons of countries or territories does not imply any judgement on the part of COLEAD concerning 
the legal status of these countries or territories, their authori�es and ins�tu�ons or the delimita�on of their fron�ers.  

The content of this publica�on is provided in a "currently available" form. COLEAD makes no warranty, direct or implied, as to 
the accuracy, completeness, reliability or suitability of the informa�on at a later date. COLEAD reserves the right to change the 
content of this publica�on at any �me without no�ce. The content may contain errors, omissions or inaccuracies, and COLEAD 
cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the content.  

COLEAD cannot guarantee that the content of this publica�on will always be current or suitable for any par�cular purpose. Any 
use of the content is at the user's own risk and the user is solely responsible for the interpreta�on and use of the informa�on 
provided.  

COLEAD accepts no liability for any loss or damage of any kind arising from the use of, or inability to use, the content of this 
publica�on, including but not limited to direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequen�al damages, loss of profits, loss of 
data, loss of opportunity, loss of reputa�on, or any other economic or commercial loss.  

This publica�on may contain hyperlinks. Links to non-COLEAD sites/pla�orms are provided solely for the informa�on of 
COLEAD staff, its partner-beneficiaries, its funders and the general public. COLEAD cannot and does not guarantee the 
authen�city of informa�on on the Internet. Links to non-COLEAD sites/pla�orms do not imply any official endorsement of, or 
responsibility for, the opinions, ideas, data or products presented on those sites, or any guarantee as to the validity of the 
informa�on provided.  

Unless otherwise stated, all material contained in this publica�on is the intellectual property of COLEAD and is protected by 
copyright or similar rights. As this content is compiled solely for educa�onal and/or technical purposes, the publica�on may 
contain copyrighted material, the further use of which is not always specifically authorised by the copyright owner.   

Men�on of specific company or product names (whether or not indicated as registered) does not imply any inten�on to infringe 
proprietary rights and should not be construed as an endorsement or recommenda�on by COLEAD.  

This publica�on is publicly available and may be freely used provided that the source is credited and/or the publica�on remains 
hosted on one of COLEAD's pla�orms. However, it is strictly forbidden for any third party to state or imply publicly that COLEAD 
is par�cipa�ng in, or has sponsored, approved or endorsed the manner or purpose of the use or reproduc�on of the 
informa�on presented in this publica�on, without prior writen consent from COLEAD. The use of the contents of this 
publica�on by any third party does not imply any affilia�on and/or partnership with COLEAD.   

Similarly, the use of any COLEAD trademark, official mark, official emblem or logo, or any other means of promo�on or 
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AGRINFO prepares quarterly briefings on the latest developments in EU trade policy and trade nego�a�ons 
that concern low- and middle-income countries. These are designed to highlight the topics of current interest, 
in par�cular for policymakers and public authori�es. Links are given to resources where more detailed 
informa�on can be found, including the official EU website on trade Nego�a�ons and agreements. 

  

KEY POINTS 
EU negotiations with low- and middle-income countries 

Indonesia: “Good progress” has been reported at talks held in May on the EU Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), in par�cular on rules of origin, and on the trade and 
sustainable development chapters. Indonesian nego�ators are reported to be op�mis�c about 
comple�ng nego�a�ons in July, but sensi�ve areas of discussion remain, such as EU rules on palm oil. 

Kenya: Following approval by the Council of the EU in June, the EU and Kenya Economic Partnership 
Arrangement (EPA) enters into force on 1 July 2024. The EPA will remove import tariffs on all goods 
exported from Kenya to the EU. Kenya will remove import tariffs on the majority of goods over the 
coming 15–25 years but, notably, agricultural products will be excluded. 

Kyrgyz Republic: The EU and the Kyrgyz Republic have signed an Enhanced Partnership and 
Coopera�on Agreement (EPCA) in June 2024 to reinforce coopera�on in a range of areas, including 
trade and investment, and sustainable development. 

Viet Nam: The EU–Viet Nam Domes�c Advisory Group (DAG), which monitors the implementa�on of 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the two par�es, has cri�cised the a new na�onal security 
direc�ve (Direc�ve 24) that it claims prevents the forma�on of independent poli�cal organisa�ons, 
limits freedom of assembly, and increases surveillance of ci�zens and workers’ unions. The DAG argues 
that this does not comply with trade and sustainable development commitments included in the FTA, 
and calls for reinforced monitoring by the European Commission. 

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
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KEY POINTS 
Trade policy 

EU extends preferen�al access for Ukrainian products: Un�l June 2025, the EU has extended full trade 
liberalisa�on – zero du�es and zero quota limita�ons – on all goods from Ukraine. The EU can choose 
to reimpose import tariffs for eggs, poultry, sugar, oats, maize, groats, and honey where imports of a 
given product threaten to have adverse effects on EU producers. In June, 2024 import tariffs were 
reintroduced for oats. 

EU sets higher tariffs on Russian and Belarusian grain products: The EU has introduced higher tariffs 
on cereals, oilseeds, and derived products, as well as beet pulp pellets and dried peas from Russia and 
Belarus, and has prevented these countries’ access to preferen�al tariff rate quotas on cereals, 
oilseeds, and derived products. 

EU publishes report on Customs coopera�on with China: A European Commission study of the EU–
China Agreement on Customs Coopera�on and Mutual Administra�ve Assistance (CCMAA) reported 
the success of the agreement in terms of sharing informa�on and developing dialogue. While the 
recogni�on of authorised economic operators has been posi�ve, incomplete IT systems have hindered 
progress. Mee�ng in June, both par�es expressed their commitment to reinforcing the effec�veness 
of customs controls. 

European Parliament approves Samoa Agreement with OACPS: In April 2024, the European 
Parliament gave its support to the Samoa Agreement. The Agreement has provisionally applied since 
1 January 2024, and will fully enter into force once adopted by EU Member States and two-thirds of 
Organisa�on of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) members. 

“Gradua�on” of Bhutan from special EBA status: The Commission has confirmed that from January 
2028 Bhutan, due to its economic development, will no longer benefit from the Everything But Arms 
(EBA) special arrangement that currently provides duty-free and quota-free market access to the EU 
market. Bhutan will s�ll benefit from the general preferen�al tariff arrangement under the Generalised 
Scheme of Preferences (GSP). 

European Commission evaluates EU SADC Agreement: The Commission reported on the increase in 
trade between the two par�es between 2016 and 2021 in spite of the Covid-19 pandemic. The report 
also found an overall increase in rejec�ons of food consignments from South African Development 
Community (SADC) States, primarily from Mozambique and South Africa, due to food safety and plant 
health concerns. 
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EU NEGOTIATIONS WITH LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES 

Indonesia 
The European Commission reports “good progress” in nego�a�ons between the EU and Indonesia to 
complete an Indonesia–EU Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) (European Commission 
2024a). At the eighteenth round of nego�a�ons, held in May, work advanced on rules of origin and the trade 
and sustainable development (TSD) chapter. The TSD chapter includes provisions on trade and gender 
equality, trade and investment favouring sustainable development, and a review of sustainability impacts. 
Further discussions are needed in rela�on to trade and labour, marine biological resources, responsible 
business, transparency, and dispute setlement. Other areas requiring further nego�a�on are import and 
export restric�ons, subsidies, and digital trade. 

Indonesian officials have also reported posi�vely on the state of talks, expressing expecta�ons that 
nego�a�ons will be completed at the next round of talks due in early July. Among the poten�al obstacles to 
reaching agreement, EU rules in rela�on to palm oil are reported to be a par�cularly sensi�ve issue (Indonesia 
Business Post 2024). 

Kenya 
In June 2024, the Council of the EU (Member States) approved the EU–Kenya Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) signed in December 2023 (Council Decision 2024/1647). The new Agreement entered into 
force on 1 July 2024. 

Under this Agreement, Kenya will be able to export all goods to the EU free of import tariffs. For most goods 
exported from the EU to Kenya (83% of current imports in value terms), import tariffs will be phased out 
gradually over the coming 15–25 years, except for a list of agricultural products including specific meat, fish, 
and dairy products, fruit, vegetables, spices, rice, flours, and oils, for which there will be no reduc�on in tariffs 
(Annex IId, Part 5). 

The EPA supports Kenya’s diversifica�on of agricultural exports and the development of value-added 
agricultural products. It foresees the establishment of a Kenya–EU Agriculture Dialogue aimed at raising farm 
incomes, improving food security, sustainable use of resources, and rural development/economic growth 
(Art. 60). 

The Agreement also includes a chapter on sustainable agricultural development (Annex V) that aims to 
increase scru�ny of labour standards, gender equality, good environmental governance, and ac�on on climate 
change/ biodiversity. A domes�c advisory group bringing together stakeholders (NGOs, business 
organisa�ons, trade unions) should advise on the implementa�on of the EPA. The European Commission 
describes this Agreement as the “the most ambi�ous EU trade deal with a developing country when it comes 
to sustainability provisions such as climate and environmental protec�on and labour rights” (European 
Commission 2023a). 

An earlier agreement previously agreed in 2016 between the EU and the East African Community (EAC) could 
not be implemented as not all EAC partner countries signed and ra�fied it. The EAC therefore allowed Kenya 
to move forward separately with a bilateral trade deal. 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/0b1100a5-1418-4327-861f-d6e44c726b71/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/0b1100a5-1418-4327-861f-d6e44c726b71/details
https://indonesiabusinesspost.com/insider/indonesia-aims-to-finalize-eu-trade-agreement-by-july-2024/
https://indonesiabusinesspost.com/insider/indonesia-aims-to-finalize-eu-trade-agreement-by-july-2024/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401647
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401648
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_3323
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_3323
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Kyrgyz Republic 
The EU and the Kyrgyz Republic signed an Enhanced Partnership and Coopera�on Agreement (EPCA) in June 
2024. Since 2017, Kyrgyzstan has had preferen�al market access through the EU Generalised Scheme of 
Preferences (GSP) Special Incen�ve Arrangement for Sustainable Development (GSP+). The Agreement 
(European Commission 2023b) is intended to reinforce coopera�on in a range of areas including trade and 
investment and sustainable development. EEAS (2024) provides ques�ons and answers related to the ECPA. 

Viet Nam 
For most trade agreements between the EU and non-EU countries, a Domes�c Advisory Group (DAG) is set 
up, composed of business organisa�ons, trade unions, and environmental and other organisa�ons that 
monitor and seek to improve the implementa�on of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

The EU DAG (2024) has raised ques�ons about a new na�onal security direc�ve (Direc�ve 24) that it claims 
prevents the forma�on of independent poli�cal organisa�ons, limits freedom of assembly, and increases 
surveillance of ci�zens and workers’ unions. It argues that the law does not comply with the trade and 
sustainable development commitments included in the EU–Viet Nam FTA. The DAG has called on the 
Commission to raise these concerns at the highest level and step up monitoring. In addi�on, the group 
discussed illegal regional trading of cat and dog meat sourced from animals not fit for human consump�on. 
It also raised concerns that many Vietnamese companies are not prepared for the impacts of EU legisla�on 
on corporate sustainability due diligence, products made with forced labour, and deforesta�on-free 
commodi�es and products. 

See the EU webpage Nego�a�ons and agreements: scroll down to download Overviews and a Map 
summarising the state of play of EU trade agreements. 

EU TRADE POLICY 

EU extends zero duty/zero quota market access for Ukraine 
In 2022, the EU granted Ukraine full trade liberalisa�on – zero du�es and zero quota limita�ons –on all goods 
for a temporary period in response to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine (Regula�on 2022/870). These trade 
preferences were extended in 2023 (Regula�on 2023/1077). In May, the EU decided that these measures 
should be extended again un�l 5 June 2025 (Regula�on 2024/1392). The European Commission has indicated 
that it will monitor and regularly report back to Member States on the quan�ty of imports. The Commission 
has the op�on to ini�ate a “safeguard mechanism” that can reinstate tariffs if there are adverse effects on 
the EU market resul�ng from imports of wheat from Ukraine (see below) (Commission 2024b). 

There have been concerns among European farmers about the size of imports of grain, par�cularly wheat, 
especially in the EU Member States neighbouring Ukraine. 

Restric�ons reintroduced on Ukrainian oats 
The trade liberalisa�on measures include a safeguard mechanism for eggs, poultry, sugar, oats, maize, groats, 
and honey. In June 2024 (Regula�on 2024/1726), the EU reintroduced the import tariff for oats from Ukraine, 
as imports were higher than the average 2021–2023 import volumes (and beyond the 4,000 tonnes zero duty 
quota allocated to the Ukraine). 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52022PC0277
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kyrgyz-republic/qa-enhanced-partnership-and-cooperation-agreement-between-eu-and-kyrgyzstan_en?s=301
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/transparency-eu-trade-negotiations/domestic-advisory-groups_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-06/euvn_dag_statement_final.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/prohibition-of-products-made-with-forced-labour/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/prohibition-of-products-made-with-forced-labour/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/deforestation-free-commodities-and-products/
https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/deforestation-free-commodities-and-products/
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/870
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32023R1077
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1392&qid=1718801381738
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C_202403357
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401726
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EU sets higher tariffs on Russian and Belarusian grain products 
The EU has introduced higher import tariffs on cereals, oilseeds, and derived products, as well as beet pulp 
pellets and dried peas from Russia and Belarus (Regula�on 2024/1652). The EU’s imports of cereals from 
Russia and Belarus are rela�vely small, but trade has increased since the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
The new tariffs are considered to be sufficiently high to effec�vely stop imports of grain from these countries 
(Council of the EU 2024). Through these measures, the EU aims to avoid destabilisa�on of the EU’s grain 
market, prevent exports by Russia of products illegally appropriated from Ukraine, and prevent Russia using 
revenues from exports to fund the war against Ukraine. 

A further Regula�on (Commission Implemen�ng Regula�on (EU) 2024/1835) prevents Belarus and Russia 
benefi�ng from preferen�al market access to the EU through tariff quotas on agricultural products (cereals, 
oilseeds and derived products). The new rules will not affect the transit through the EU from both countries 
to other non-EU countries. 

EU publishes report on customs coopera�on with China 
The EU and China have been coopera�ng since 2004 under the EU–China Agreement on Customs Coopera�on 
and Mutual Administra�ve Assistance (CCMAA). The Commission has now reviewed 20 years of coopera�on 
to assess how the exis�ng Agreement has func�oned and can be improved. 

The Commission’s report (European Commission 2024c) found that: 

• Customs coopera�on has provided a successful pla�orm for dialogue. 

• The Mutual Administra�ve Assistance (MAA) aimed at exchanging informa�on in order to prevent 
customs barriers has not been sa�sfactory due to China’s imposi�on of restric�ons on the use of 
informa�on exchanged, and communica�on difficul�es. Informa�on exchanges related to fraud and 
an�-smuggling have been useful. 

• The recogni�on of Authorised Economic Operators (traders that fulfil criteria aimed at ensuring 
secure and safe trade) has led to posi�ve outcomes such as reduced clearance lead �mes, but efforts 
to establish Smart and Secure Trade Lanes (SSTL) have been hampered by incomplete IT systems. 

• Coopera�on regarding enforcement of intellectual property rights (IPR) has led to joint inves�ga�ons 
and exchanges of best prac�ces, but the Commission con�nues to note a high percentage of IPR 
infringing goods. 

• In the Fight Against Fraud, coopera�on has led to successful targe�ng of some fraudsters and 
reduc�on of tax revenue losses. However, the limita�ons related to the MAA have prevented a fully 
effec�ve system. The combat in illegal trade in waste has been more successful. 

The Commission concludes that Customs coopera�on with China has made a difference, although more 
effec�vely in some areas than others. The CCMAA has allowed the EU to take coordinated ac�on with China 
and “speak with one voice”. It remains relevant today, but needs to beter address challenges that have 
emerged over the past two decades, such as e-commerce, drug precursors, digital transforma�on, and 
developments in data protec�on. The Commission therefore recommends con�nuing and deepening 
Customs coopera�on with China. 

At a mee�ng held in June, the EU and China reaffirmed their commitment to ac�vely reinforcing the 
effec�veness of customs controls (Commission 2024d) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32024R1652
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/30/council-sets-higher-tariffs-on-russian-and-belarusian-grain-products/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1835&qid=1720083825872
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1835&qid=1720083825872
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5b03cc3e-14df-11eb-b57e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-china-strengthen-customs-cooperation-2024-06-21_en
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European Parliament approves Samoa Agreement with OACPS 
In April 2024, the European Parliament consented to the new partnership agreement (known as the Samoa 
Agreement) between the EU and the member states of the Organisa�on of African, Caribbean and Pacific 
States (OACPS). The Agreement has provisionally applied from January 2024, but fully enters into force when 
formally adopted by each EU Member State and two-thirds (53) of OACPS members (in addi�on to the 
European Parliament). For further informa�on see EU–ACP Samoa Partnership Agreement. 

“Gradua�on” of Bhutan from special EBA status 
Bhutan currently benefits from the special arrangement for least-developed countries known as“Everything 
But Arms” (EBA), which provides duty-free and quota-free access to the EU market for all products except 
arms. Since December 2023, according to United Na�ons criteria, Bhutan is no longer a least-developed 
country. This means that Bhutan no longer qualifies for EBA status under EU law. 

The EU confirmed in May 2024 that Bhutan has 3 years to adjust to new trading rela�ons with the EU 
(Regula�on 2024/1363). From 1 January 2028, the country will no longer benefit from the special 
arrangement, but it will s�ll benefit from the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP). 

European Commission evalua�on of EU–SADC Agreement 
In April 2024, the European Commission published its evalua�on of the EU–South African Development 
Community (SADC) Agreement. The Commission reported that trade between the EU and SADC increased by 
24% during the reference period (2016–2021), driven by a 40% increase of the SADC Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) States’ exports to the EU. Growth in trade was interrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic, but 
bounced back in 2021. The largest trade was with Germany and Belgium. The share of agricultural trade has 
remained stable over this period, but remains rela�vely small compared to trade in metals and diamonds. 

The overall rejec�on rate of food consignments from SADC States due to sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
concerns increased between 2016 (0.62% of consignments) and 2021 (1.38%), driven primarily by an increase 
in rejec�ons of consignments from South Africa and Mozambique. This in part reflects an increase in the 
number of cer�fied exporters, par�cularly from South Africa (European Commission 2024e). 
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